
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (BLIND AND INFIRM 
CHILDREN) AMENDMENT ACT. 

Act No. 7, 1944. 
An Act to amend the Public Instruction 

(Amendment) Act, 1916, as amended by  
subsequent Acts; and for purposes con
nected therewith. [Assented to, 11th April, 
1944.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1 . This Act may be cited as the "Public Instruction 
(Blind and Infirm Children) Amendment Act, 1944." 



2. (1) The Publ ic Ins t ruc t ion (Amendment ) Act , 
1916, as amended by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a ) (i) by inser t ing in subsection one of section 
two next af ter the definition of "Cer t i f ied 
s c h o o l " the following new definition:— 

"Cer t i f ied special s choo l " means a school 
for the time being certified unde r 
tills Act as a certified special school 
and includes a provisional ly certified 
special school. 

(ii) by inser t ing in the same subsection next 
af ter the definition of " P r i n c i p a l A c t " the 
following new definition:— 

"Spec ia l schoo l" means a school declared 
under the provisions of this Act to 
be a special school. 

(b) by inser t ing in section five af ter the words " c e r 
tified schoo l " the words " o r special certified 
s c h o o l " ; 

(c) by inser t ing next af ter section seven the follow
ing shor t heading and new sect ion:— 

Special Schools. 

7A . (1) The Governor may, by proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette, declare any school 
established under the Pr inc ipa l Act a t which 
provis ion is made for the education of children 
who, by reason of blindness or other infirmity, 
a re not capable of being educated by the ordi
n a r y methods of instruct ion, to be a special 
school. 

(2) Different special schools may be so 
declared for children suffering from different 
classes of infirmity. 

( 3 ) W h e r e any special school is so 
declared the Governor may by the same or a 
subsequent proclamation define the a rea which 
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be the dis t r ic t 
of such special school. 

(4) 



(4) The Governor may, by proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette, revoke any such 
declarat ion or from time to t ime v a r y the boun
dar ies of any such distr ict , or define another 
dis t r ic t or d is t r ic ts in subst i tut ion for any such 
distr ict . 

(5) W h e r e a special school has been 
declared for children suffering from any speci
fied class of infirmity, and a dis t r ic t has been 
defined in respect of such special school, the 
p a r e n t or gua rd i an of any child suffering from 
tha t class of infirmity who is between the age 
of six yea r s and the school leaving age shall 
furnish a r e tu rn in such form and containing 
such par t i cu la r s as may be prescr ibed by regu
lat ions made under this Act . 

(d) (i) by inser t ing next after subsection two of 
section ten the following new subsection:— 

( 2 A ) (a ) The p ropr i e to r or pr inc ipa l 
teacher of any school, other than a S ta te 
school, which is in existence a t the 
commencement of the Public Ins t ruc t ion 
(Blind and Infirm Children) Amendment 
Act, 1944, and is a t tended by children 
between the age of six yea r s and the school 
leaving age, and a t which provision is made 
for the education of children who, by reason 
of bl indness or other infirmity, a re not 
capable of being educated by the o rd inary 
methods of instruct ion, may apply to the 
Minister for reg is t ra t ion of the school 
under this subsection, and he shall cause it 
to be regis tered on a list to be kept for tha t 
purpose , and upon regis t ra t ion the school 
shall be a provisional ly certified special 
school from the t ime of regis t ra t ion to the 
thirty-first day of December next ensuing. 

(b) Any person who, af ter the com
mencement of the Publ ic Ins t ruc t ion (Blind 
and Infirm Children) Amendment Act, 1944 r 

is desirous of establ ishing any school, o ther 
than 



than a S ta t e School, to be a t tended by 
children between the age of six years and 
the school leaving age and at which provi
sion is to be made for the education of 
children who, by reason of blindness or 
other infirmity, a re not capable of being 
educated by the o rd ina ry methods of 
instruct ion, may apply to the Minister 
for reg is t ra t ion of such school under this 
subsection, and if the Minis ter is satisfied 
from evidence submit ted by the appl icant 
t ha t the premises in which it is p ro 
posed to conduct such school are provided 
with p rope r access, dra inage , light, venti la
tion, and san i t a ry conveniences, and tha t 
the school will provide regular and efficient 
instruct ion, he shall cause it to be regis tered 
on a list to be kept for tha t purpose , and 
upon regis t ra t ion the school shall be a p ro 
visionally certified special school for a 
per iod of six months da t ing from the t ime 
of regis t ra t ion . 

( i i ) by omit t ing from subsection three of the 
same section the words " t h e first or second 
subsec t ion" and by inser t ing in lieu thereof 
the words "subsec t ion one, subsection two 
or subsection ( 2 A ) of this s ec t i on" ; 

(iii) by inser t ing in the same subsection af ter 
the words "cert if ied schoo l " the words " o r 
a certified special school, as the case may 
b e " ; 

( iv) by omit t ing from subsection five of the 
same section the words " t h e first or second 
subsec t ion" and by inser t ing in lien thereof 
the words "subsec t ion one, subsection two 
or subsection ( 2 A ) of this s e c t i o n " ; 

(v) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection six of 
the same section the following words :— 

A school a t which provision is made for 
the education of children who, by reason of 
bl indness or other infirmity, a re not capable 

of 



of being educated by the o rd inary methods 
of ins t ruct ion may be certified as efficient 
for the ins t ruct ion of children suffering 
from a specified class of infirmity. 

(v i ) by inser t ing in subsection seven of the 
same section af ter the words "Cert i f ied 
s choo l s " the words " a n d certified special 
schools " ; 

(vii) by inser t ing in subsection eight of the same 
section af ter the words "cert if ied schools"; 
the words " a n d of certified special s choo l s " ; 

( e ) (i) by inser t ing in subsection two of section 
eleven af ter the words "cert i f ied schoo l" 
the words " o r a certified special school, as 
the case may b e " ; 

( i i ) by inser t ing in the same subsection af ter the 
words " S t a t e s choo l " the words " o r a 
special school, as the case may b e " ; 

( f ) by inser t ing in section twelve af ter the words 
"cert i f ied s choo l s " the words " o r certified 
special s c h o o l s " ; 

(g) by inser t ing in section nineteen af ter the words 
" S t a t e s choo l " the words " o r special school ." 

(2) The amendments made by subsection one of 
t h i s section shall commence upon a day to be appointed 
by the Governor and notified by proclamat ion published 
in the Gazette. 

3. ( 1 ) The Publ ic Ins t ruc t ion (Amendment ) Act, 
1 9 1 6 , as amended by subsequent Acts , is fur ther 
amended— 

(a) by inser t ing next a f te r subsection one of section 
four the following new subsection:— 

(1A ) The p a r e n t or gua rd i an of any child 
between the age of six yea r s and the school 
leaving age shall, where— 

(a) such child is, by reason of blindness or 
o ther infirmity, not capable of being 
educated by the o rd ina ry methods of 
ins t ruc t ion ; and 

(b) 



(b) a special school has been declared or a 
certified special school has been estab
lished for children suffering from t h e 
class of infirmity from which such child 
is suffer ing; and 

(c) the place of residence of such child i s 
within the dis t r ic t of such special school 
or of such certified special school, 

cause h im to a t tend regular ly a t such special 
school or certified special school. 

(b) by inser t ing in subsection two of the same sec
tion af ter the words "cert if ied schoo l " whereve r 
occurr ing the words " o r special school or cer t i 
fied special s c h o o l " ; 

(c) by inser t ing next af ter subsection four of t he 
same section the following new subsect ion:— 

(4A) I n the applicat ion of subsection four of 
this section to and in respect of a child who, by 
reason of blindness or other infirmity, is not 
capable of being educated by the o rd inary 
methods of instruct ion t ha t subsection shall be 
read and construed as if p a r a g r a p h (d) thereof 
were omitted and the following p a r a g r a p h in
ser ted in lieu thereof:— 

(d) the child is not res ident in the dis t r ic t 
of the special school or certified 
special school. 

( 2 ) The amendments made by subsection one of 
th is section shall commence upon a day to be appointed 
by the Governor and notified by proclamat ion published 
in the Gazette. 

The day so appointed shall be la te r than the d a y 
appointed and notified p u r s u a n t to subsection two of 
section two of this Act. 

P U B L I C 


