
Act No. 65, 1902. 
An Act to consolidate the enactments for regu

lating the sale and use of poisons. [4:th 
September, 1902.] 

BE it enacted by t h e K ing ' s Most Exce l len t Majes ty , b y and wi th 
the advice a n d consent of t he Legis la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of N e w Sou th Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

P A R T I . 

P R E L I M I N A R Y . 

1 . This A c t may be ci ted as t h e " Poisons" Ac t , 1902 , " and is 
divided in to P a r t s , as follows :— 

P A R T I . — P R E L I M I N A R Y — s s . 1-4. 

P A R T I I . — C E R T I F I C A T E S A N D SALES OF POISONS—ss . 5 - 1 3 . 
P A R T I I I . — M I S C E L L A N E O U S — s s . 1 4 - 1 5 . 

2 . (1) The Acts ment ioned in t h e Fi rs t Schedule here to are , 
to t he e x t e n t the re in expressed, he reby repealed. 

(2) All proc lamat ions publ ished under the au tho r i t y of t he 
enac tmen t s hereby repealed, and in force a t t h e t ime of t he pass ing of 
th i s Act , shal l be deemed to have been publ ished hereunder . 

(3) Al l regula t ions m a d e unde r the au thor i ty of t he enact 
m e n t s hereby repealed, and in force a t t h e t i m e of the passing of th is 
Act , shall be deemed to have been m a d e hereunder . 

(4) All certificates g ran ted u n d e r t he au thor i ty of t h e 
enac tmen t s he reby repealed, a n d h a v i n g any effect a t the t ime of t he 
pass ing of th is Act , shall be deemed to have been granted hereunder . 

3 . The several subs tances ment ioned in t he Second Schedule 
here to shal l be deemed poisons wi th in t h e m e a n i n g of this A c t : 

Provided always t h a t t he Governor may , by proclamat ion in t h e 
Gazet te , declare t h a t any o ther n a t u r a l or chemica l subs tance or 
p repara t ion specified in such proc lamat ion shall be deemed a poison 
wi th in the mean ing of this Ac t . 

4 . (1) N o t h i n g in th is A c t shall apply to the* sale of— 
(a) a n y poison w h e n m a d e u p or compounded as a medic ine 

according to t h e prescr ipt ion of a medical pract i t ioner , or in 
t h e form of homoeopathic medicine, unless in the c rude s ta te , 
m o t h e r t inc tu re , or of a grea te r s t r e n g t h t h a n t h e th i rd 
p o t e n c y ; 

(b) p a t en t med i c ine s ; (c) 



(c) pho tog raph ic mater ia l s for t h e purposes of pho tog raphy ; 
(d) medicines dispensed by ve te r inary surgeons, for an imals 

u n d e r the i r t r e a t m e n t ; or 
(c) fly poison papers or packe t s of poisonous m i x t u r e s for t he 

des t ruc t ion of vermin , w h e n du ly marked as such. 
(2) N o t h i n g in this A c t shall app ly to sales of poisons by 

wholesale dealers in the ordinary course of wholesale deal ing, if an 
order in wr i t i ng signed by the purchaser is given for t he supply of t he 
same, provided t h a t all such sales shall be entered in a book, and the 
packages of poison shall be labelled as directed by section twelve. 

P A R T I I . 

C E I I T I F I C A T E S A X D SALES o r POISON. 

5. (1) The P h a r m a c y Board of N e w South Wales m a y issue 
cert i t ieates to any pharmac i s t registered unde r t h e provisions of t he 
P h a r m a c y Act , 1897, t h a t such pharmacis t is duly qualified to be a 
dealer in po i sons : 

Provided t h a t in places r emote from la rge towns , any person 
who produces a certificate in the form of the Third Schedule hereto, 
from a legally qualified medical prac t i t ioner and a police magis t ra te , 
t h a t he is a fit a n d proper person to be allowed to sell poisons in such 
place shal l receive a certificate as a dealer in poisons renewable a t t h e 
discret ion of t h e said Board, in t he m o n t h of J a n u a r y in each year . 

(2) Whosoever not be ing t h e holder of a certificate g ran ted 
unde r th is A c t sells any poison shall be l iable to a pena l ty no t 
exceeding fifty pounds . 

6. (1) E v e r y person who sells any poison specified in t he first 
pa r t of t he Second Schedule here to shall, before delivery thereof to t he 
purchaser , i nqu i r e his name , place of abode, a n d occupat ion, and the 
purpose for wh ich such poison is required or s tated to be requi red . 

(2) Such person shall t he reupon m a k e a faithful en t ry of 
such sale, specifying t h e poison and the quan t i t y thereof, and all such 
par t i cu la rs so given b y the purchaser , toge ther wi th t h e day of t h e 
m o n t h and year of such sale, in a book to be k e p t by t h e vendor for 
t h a t purpose , in t h e form of t h e Four th Schedule hereto. 

(3) E v e r y such en t ry shall be signed by the person m a k i n g 
t h e same, and also by the purchaser , unless he declares himself unab le 
to wr i te , i n which case t he person m a k i n g the en t ry shall add the re to 
t he words " Purchase r canno t w r i t e . " 

( I ) W h e n e v e r a witness to t he sale is requi red by this Act , 
such e n t r y shal l be signed by such witness, and shal l also s ta te his 
place of abode. 7 . 



7 . (1) I n cases where sales and purchases of such poisons are 
m a d e by correspondence, t he le t te r order ing the same shal l be preserved 
by t h e vendor, and a m e m o r a n d u m of the da te of t he said le t ter , b y 
whom it was wr i t t en , and the quan t i t y and par t iculars of t he poison 
there in ordered, shal l be entered in the said book. 

(2) N o person shall sell a n y such poison so ordered to any 
person wi th whose s igna tu re he is not acqua in ted , unless such s igna ture 
has been witnessed, or purpor t s to have been witnessed, by a jus t ice 
of t h e peace, c l e rgyman , or publ ic officer, or is au then t i ca t ed by some 
person k n o w n to t he vendor. 

8 . (1) N o person shal l sell any poison specified in t he first par t 
of t h e Second Schedule here to to any person w ho is unde r e ighteen 
years of age, or who is u n k n o w n to t he vendor , unless t h e sale is made 
in t h e presence of some witness w ho is k n o w n to the vendor a n d 
knows the purchaser . 

(2) Such witness shall s ign his n a m e and add his place of 
abode to t h e requ i red en t ry before the delivery of t he poison to t h e 
purchase r . 

9 . Whosoever— 
(a) sells a n y poison specified in t h e first pa r t of t he Second 

Schedule hereto, and delivers the same w i t h o u t hav ing made 
a n d signed the entr ies requ i red by th is A c t ; 

(b) sells such poison wi thou t hav ing obta ined t h e s igna ture to 
such en t ry , as requi red by th is A c t ; 

(c) purchases such poison, and gives false informat ion in answer 
to inquir ies to t he person selling t h e same in relat ion to the 
par t i cu la rs which he is by th is A c t authorised to i nqu i r e in to 
of such p u r c h a s e r ; or 

(d) s igns his n a m e as a witness to t h e sale of any such poison to a 
person u n k n o w n to h im, 

shall , for every such offence, be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding 
t w e n t y pounds . 

1 0 . N o person shall b u y or sell any poison for t he avowed 
purpose of des t roying ra t s or other ve rmin infes t ing houses unless t h e 
purchase r is a householder . 

1 1 . (1) N o person shall sell a n y arsenic or uncoloured prepara
t ion thereof unless such arsenic or prepara t ion is mixed before t h e sale 
or delivery thereof wi th soot or indigo in t h e propor t ion of one ounce 
of soot or half a n ounce of indigo, at t h e least, to one pound of arsenic. 

(2) N o person sha l l se l l any s t rychn ine or uncoloured prepara
t ion thereof unless such s t rychn ine or prepara t ion is coloured before t he 
sale or del ivery thereof wi th A r m e n i a n bole or o ther red colour ing m a t t e r : 

Provided t h a t whenever t he purchaser s ta tes t h a t such arsenic 
or s t rychn ine or a n y prepara t ion thereof respectively is required , not 
for any pas tora l or ag r i cu l tu ra l use , b u t for some other purpose, for 

wh ich 



which such a d m i x t u r e would, according to t he representa t ion of the 
purchase r render it unfit , such poison may be sold wi thou t t he a d m i x t u r e 
hereinbefore specified. 

12. N o person shall sell a n y poison specified in t he Second 
Schedule here to , or any substance or prepara t ion which has been, or 
is hereafter declared to be a poison as here in provided, e i ther by 
wholesale or retai l , unless the bot t le or o ther vessel, wrapper , or cover, 
box, or case immedia te ly conta in ing t he same bears thereon t h e word 
" Poison " p r in ted conspicuously, t oge the r w i t h t h e n a m e of the art icle 
a n d t h e n a m e and address of t he seller thereof. 

13. (1) Whosoever sells any poison otherwise t h a n as is herein 
provided shall be liable to a pena l ty no t exceeding t w e n t y pounds . 

(2) For t h e purpose of th i s section t he person on whose 
behalf any such sale is made by a n y appren t ice or se rvan t shall be 
deemed to he t he seller : 

Provided t h a t such appren t ice or servant shal l also be 
liable to a l ike penal ty . 

P A R T I I I . 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

1 4 . (1) The Governor m a y m a k e fu r the r regula t ions as to t he 
colour ing of a n y poison, or t he sale or custody of t h e same, or for 
otherwise car ry ing in to effect the objects of this Ac t . 

(2) Such regulat ions shall be publ i shed in t h e Gazet te , and 
shal l t h e r e u p o n have the same force and val idi ty as if t hey formed pa r t 
of this Ac t . 

( 3 ) A copy of such regula t ions shall be laid before bo th 
Houses of Par l i ament w i t h o u t unnecessa ry delay. 

15. Whosoever be ing the owner or other person in charge or 
possession of any poison leaves i t in any place (whether t h e same is 
ordinarily accessible to others or no t ) , unless t h e bot t le or package, of 
whatever k ind , in which such poison is contained, is m a r k e d " Poison " 
and is otherwise duly labelled in t he m a n n e r provided by section 
twelve, shall be l iable to a pena l ty no t exceeding twen ty pounds . 

S C H E D U L E S . 

F I R S T S C H E D U L E . 

R e f e r e n c e to A c t . T i t l e or s h o r t t i t l e . E x t e n t of repea l . 

4 0 V i c . N o . 9 . . . S a l e a n d U s e of P o i s o n s A c t , 1 8 7 6 T h e u n r e p e a l e d p o r t i o n . 
N o . 7. 1S07 P h a r m a c y A c t , 1 S 9 7 S e c t i o n n i n e t e e n . 



S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

List of Poisons. 

E I E S T P A R T . 

A r s e n i c . 
P r u s s i c ac id . 
S t r y c h n i n e . 
S a v i n a n d i t s oi l . 
E r g o t of r y e a n d i t s p r e p a r a t i o n s . 
C h l o r a l h y d r a t e . 
L a u d a n u m . 

S E C O N D P A R T . 

C y a n i d e s of p o t a s s i u m a n d a l l m e t a l l i c c y a n i d e s . 
A l l p o i s o n o u s v e g e t a b l e a l k a l o i d s a n d t h e i r s a l t s . 
A c o n i t e a n d i t s p r e p a r a t i o n s . 
T a r t a r e m e t i c . 
C o r r o s i v e s u b l i m a t e . 
C a n t h a r i d e s . 
O x a l i c ac id . 
C h l o r o f o r m . 
B e l l a d o n n a a n d i t s p r e p a r a t i o n s . 
O p i u m a n d al l p r e p a r a t i o n s o f o p i u m o r of p o p p i e s o t h e r t h a n l a u d a n u m . 
A r s e n i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n s , e x c e p t g r e e n a n d o t h e r c o l o u r e d p a i n t s . 

T H I R D S C H E D U L E . 

Certificate to be signed by a legally qualified medical practitioner and a police magistrate. 

T o t h e P h a r m a c y B o a r d o f N e w S o u t h W a l e s . 
I , , r e s i d i n g a t , i n t h e S t a t e o f N e w S o u t h W a l e s , being 
a l e g a l l y qua l i f i ed m e d i c a l p r a c t i t i o n e r , a n d I , , a p o l i c e m a g i s t r a t e , 
h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t , n o w r e s i d i n g a t , i n t h e S t a t e o f 
N e w S o u t h W a l e s , is, in o u r o p i n i o n , a fit a n d p r o p e r p e r s o n t o b e a l l o w e d t o s e l l p o i s o n s 
i n t h a t p l a c e . 

F O U R T H S C H E D U L E . 

Form of entry in book on sale of poison. 

Day of 
sale. 

Name 
of pur
chaser. 

Place of abode. Occupa
tion. 

Quantity and 
names of poison. 

Purpose for 
which it is 
required. 

Purchaser's 
signature. Witness. Vendor's 

signature 

1 D e c , 
1 9 0 2 . 

J o h n 
J o n e s 

B o n a S t a t i o n , 
M e r o o l Creek . 

S q u a t t e r 201b . a r s e n i c . 
10 oz . s t r y c h 

n i n e . 

S h e e p -
d r e s s i n g . 

P o i s o n i n g 
n a t i v e 
d o g s . 

J o h n J o n e s 
(or, if the pur
chaser cannot 
write, imertthe 
words ' ' P u r 
c h a s e r c a n n o t 
w r i t e " ) . 

H e n r y 
S q u i r e s , 
f a r m e r , 
M e r o o l . 

R i c h a r d 
St i f f ener . 

A c t 


