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An Acet to enable New South Wales to take
part in the framing, acceptance, and en-
actment of a Federal Constitution for
Australasia.  [23rd December, 1895. ]

_“7]—1}11{1‘};18 it is proposced that Legislative provision shall he made
¥ by the Colonies for the framing, acceptance, and enactment
of a Federal Constitution for Australasia : - And whereas it is desirable
that New South Wales should be represented at the Convention, which
it is proposed shall frame the said Constitution :  Be it therefore
enacted by the Queen’s Most Execllent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Couneil and Legislative Assembly
of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act nay be cited as the  Australasian Federation
Lnabling Act, 1895.7

2. Inthis Act the following terms bear the meanings set opposite
to them respeetively :—

“ Colonies”—The Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand,
Queensland, Tasmania, Vietoria, and Western Australia, and
the Provinee of South Australia, including the Northern
Territory.

¢ Constitution "—The Federal Constitution framed or aceepted
pursuant to this Act.

“ Convention "—The Convention provided for hy this Act.

“ Governor " —The Governor, with the advice of the BExceutive
Couneil.

“ Preseribed "—Preseribed by Rezulation made under this Act.

“ Proclamation "—Proclumation by the Governor published in
the Gazette.

“ Representatives of New South Wales "—The Representatives
of New South Wales i the Convention,
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3. The chief objects of this Act are to provide as follows :—  Chicf objects.
(I) For the representation of New South Wales at a Convention
consisting of the Representatives of each Colony represented,
charged with the duty of framing a Federal Constitution for
Australasia.
(1) For submitting the Constitution so framed to the electors for
the Legislative Assembly for aceeptance or rejection by direcet
vote.
(rr1) For transmifting the Constitution for enactment by the
Imperial Parliament.
4. This Act shall come into operation on a day to be fixed by Commencement.
proclamation, when two Colonies, in addition to New South Whales,
have adopted legislation providing, in respect of those Colonies, for the
Cloctlon of the 1'01)1'0:011‘(1‘(1\'0& of those Colonies at the Convention.
5. This Act is divided into four Parts, as follows :(— Parts.
PART I.—The Convention.
PART IL.—The subiission to the Lilectors.
PARY LIT.—7The transmission for Legislative FEnaclment.
PART IV.—Suppleiental.

PART T.
The Conecenlion.

6. The Convention shall consist of ten Representatives of each Constitution of
Colony represented. Comvention.

7. The Convention shall be charged with the duiy of framing Convention to frame
for Australasia a Federal Constitution under the Crown in the form of it
a Bill for enactment by the Imperial Parliament.

8. Every Member and every person eligible for membership of Members.
cither Tlouse of Parliament shall be eligible for membership of the
Convention as a Representative of New South Wales.  And any one
hundred or more eleetors duly qualified to vote for the clection of a
Member of the Legislative Asse anhbly shall be entitled in the preseribed
manner to nominate any eligible person, whose consent in writing shall
accompany such nomination forsuel member ship, and after such nomin-
ation has closed, the list of persons so nominated, with theiv vesidence and
occupdtlon,shall be advertisedin the alphabetical order of their surnames
at least three times in every newspaper published in the Colony.

9. The seat of a Representative of New South Wales shall he Vaeancies.
vacated—

(1) By resignation under his hand addressed to the Governor.

(1) By absence, without the leave ol the Convention, from any
five sittings thercol.

(rix) By any other circumstance, exeept absence from  the
Assembly, which in the ease of a Member of the Legislative
Assembly would vacate his seat in the Assembly.

10. The first vacancy occurring pursnant to the preceding seetion Fresh lection.
shall forthwith Dhe filled b\ the 1pp()1ntm(‘n’r by the Governor of the
candidate who, not being, nor having been, a Alember of the Conven-
tion was highest on the Poll. L\'uy subsequent appointment to be
made in like manner.

11. livery person being the holder of an Tlector’s Right shall Electors.
be qualified and entitled to vote for the election of Representatives of
New South Wales.

12. The first clection of Representatives of New South Wales Fist election.
shall tzﬂ\c place on a day to be fixed by Proclamation, which day, as
nearly as may be conveniently practicable, shall be the same as the day

2}
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13. Tho wtm«v shall be taken throughout New South Wales as
one Llectoml District, and every voter shall vote for the full number
of Representatives required, otherwise the vote shall he rejeeted as
informal.

14. No person shall vote more than once
of chrosontain es of New South Wales.

13. I any question arises respecting the validity of an election
or return the same shall be heard and determined by a Committee
appointed by the Convention as preseribed.  And Part V of the
Parvliamentary Electorates and Eleetions Act of 1893 shall, mautatis
mutaidis, apply in respect of the powers, dutics, and proceedings of the

said Commit tec acting under the authoutv of this section.

16. The result of eve ry clection for Representatives of New
South Wales shall be reporte «d to and certified by the Chief Scerctary
in manner prescribed, whose certifieate shall be conclusive, exeept in
proceedings for contesting the validity of the eleetion.

17. When the first clections have been held in three or more
Colonies, a meeting of the Convention shall be convened for such time
and place as a majority of the Governors of such Colonics may decide,
or, in case of an equal division, as the Governor of the senior of such
Colonics may fix.

1S. The Convention may adopt Standing Orders, and may pro-
vide for keeping and pubhshmg records and ]ournmls of its proceedings,
and for the conduct of its husiness, in such manner as may be thought
fit; and in cases not otherwise provided for, the proceedings of the
Convention shall be regulated by the Standing Orders and practice of
the House of Commons so far as apphcwble.

19. The Convention shall at its first meeting, before proceeding
to the despatch of any other business, elect a Member of the Con-
vention to be the President thereof.

20. The President may resign his office, or he may he removed
from office by a vote of the Convention ; and upon his ceasing to be a
member of the Convention his office shall become vacant.

21. In the case of the absence of the President the Convention
may choose some other Member of the Convention to perform his
dutics during his absence.

92. Whenever a v acancy oceurs in the office of President, such
vacancy shall forthwith be filled hy a fresh election.

23. The presence, exclusive of the President, of at least one-halfl
of the total number of the Members of the Convention shall be
necessary to constitute a meceting of the Convention for the exercise of
its powers.

24. The Convention may appoint Committees of its Members
which shall report to the Convention.

25. Questions arising in the Convention
majority of the votes of the Members present,
dent ; and when on any division the votes are
wise, the President shall have a vote, and his
question.

26. When the Constitution has been framed by the Convention,
copies thereof shall be supplied to the Members of the Convention,
and the President shall declare the sitting of the Convention adjourned
to a time and place to be fixed by the Convention, not being less
than sixty nor more than one hu ndrved and tw enty d‘ws there aitm'
And as soon as convenient the draft Constitution shall he submitted
for consideration to cach Iousc of Parliament sitting in Committee
of the Whole, and such amendments as may be desired by the Legis-
Iature, tooether with the draft Lonstltutlon, shall be remitted to t]m
Convention through the Senior Representative.

at the same election
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27. On the rveassembling of the Convention, the Constitution Rewssembting of
as framed prior to the adjowrnment shall be reconsidered, together Comvention.
with such suggested amendments as shall have been ferwarvded by the
various Legislatures, and the Constitution so framed shall e {inally
adopted with any amendments that may be agreed to.

28. So soon as the Convention has finally adepted a Federal Finatadoption.
Constitution as required by the preceding section, and has disposed
of all ineidental business, copies certificd by the President shail be
supplied in duplicate to the Members of the Convention, and the
President shall declare the proceedings of the Convention closed.

29. The Representatives of New South Wales shall cease to hold Expiration of
office at the expiration of a period to he proclaimed hy the Governop ™ o ofie
in the Gazetie.

30. New South Wales shall contfribute to the payment off the Payment of
oxpenses of the mecting and proceedings of the Convention in the pro- Capenses of
portion which the population of New South Wales bears to the total
population of the Colonies represented at the Convention, and the
Colonial Treasurer shall make such payment accordingly out ol the
Consolidated Revenue Tund.

PART IT.
The Submission to the Electors.

31. Within fourteen days after the close of the procecdings ol Consitution to be
the Convention, the certified copies of the Constitution shall bhe {mificdte
forwarded by the President of the Convention and by the Representa-
tives of New South Wales or one of them to the Governor.

32. So soon as practicable after the close of the proceedings of submission to
the Convention, the question of the acceptance or rejection of the o™
Constitution shall he referred and submitted to the vote of all persons
in New South Wales qualified and entitled to vote for the clection of
Members of the Legislative Assembly.

The voting shall be taken throughout New South Wales as one
Electoral District.

33. Each voter shall vote by hallot “Yes” or “No”’ on the Voting,
question, in accordance with the direction on the Ballot-paper in the
Schedule hereto, and all votes shall be taken on the same day.

34. No person shall vote more than once on the question. One vote only.

35. The majority of votes shall decide the question, and if the Decision of question.
Constitution be thereby rejected, no further action shall be taken
pursuant to this Act: Provided that any number of votes in the
aflirmative less than fifty thousand shall be equivalent to the rejection

of the Bill.

PART I1I.
The Transmission for Legislative Iinactment.

36. If two Colonics, in addition to New South Wales, accept Addresses to the
the Constitution, both ITouses of Parliament may adopt Addresses to Queen:
the Queen, praying that the Constitution may be passed into Iaw by
the Imperial Parliament upon receipt of similar addresses from the
Parliaments of two such Colonics.

37. When Addresses have been agreed te pursaant to the Trwanission.
preceding seetion, the same shall be transmitted to the Queen with a
certified copy of the Constitution.

PART
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PART 1IV.
Supplemental.

38. If any person votes or attempts to vote more than once
contrary to seetions fourteen or thirty-five he shall he liable to a
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or, at the option of the Court, to
lmprlsonmont not (‘\ccedmﬁ' six calendar months.

39. Yor the purpose “of holding elections of Representatives of
New South Wales, and of submitting the acceptance or rejection of
the Constitution to the clectors, the Governor may cause writs to be
issued in such form and addressed as he thinks fit.

40. Unless and until otherwise prescribed, the laws relating to
the conduct of clections for the Legislative Assembly, the proceedings
before and at and subsequent to such elections, the trial of disputed
elections, electoral offences, and all incidental matters, shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to the election of Representatives of New South
Wales, and to the proceedings for submitting the acceptance or
rejection of the Constitution to the electors.

41. The Governor may make regulations prescribing the mode
of nominating candidates, of holding clections of Representatives of
New South Wales, and submitting the acceptance or rejection of the
Constitution to the electors, and generally for the purposes of carrying
into elfect such provisions of this Act as relate to New South Wales.

42. All such regulations shall be published in the Gazette, and
on such publication shall have the force of law; and all such
regulations shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after the making thereof, if Parliament be then sitting,
or if Parliament be not then sitting, within fourtcen days after the
next meeting of Parliament.

43. Any such regulation may provide for the enforcement
thereof by a penalty not Lxceedlnﬂ‘ hfty pounds, or, at the option of the
Court, by imprisonment not etcebdmo‘ six calendar months.

44. Penaltics imposed by, and offences against, the provisions
of this Aect, or any regulations made thercunder, may be recovered,
heard, and determined by a Police or Stipendiary Magistrate, or any
two Justices of the Peace in Petty Sessions.

THE SCIHHEDULE.
AUSTRATASIAN FEDERAT, CONSTITUTION.

Ballot Paper.
Are you in favour of the proposed Federal Constitution Bill ?
“YES.”
“NO.»

If you are in favour of the Bill strike out the above word “ No.”
If you are against the Bill strike out the above word “ Yes.”
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