
No. XXXI. 
An Act to a m e n d the law relating' to t he Pos t 

Office; to provide for t he issue of Postal 
Notes, and for t he exemption of the same 
from S tamp D u t y ; and for o ther purposes 
in connect ion therewi th . [13th June, 1893.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and wi th 
t he advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Council and Legis-

lative Assembly of New South Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by 
the au thor i ty of t he same, as follows :— 

1. Ph is Act may be cited as t he " Pos tage Acts A m e n d m e n t 
Act , 1S(,K3," and shall come in to force on the first day of Ju ly , one 
thousand eight hundred and n ine ty- three , which day is in this A c t 
referred to as t h e commencement of this Act . 

2. I n this A c t — 
" Governor- in-Counci l" means t he Governor with t he advice of 

t he Execu t ive Council. 
" P resc r ibed" means prescribed by this A c t or the regula t ions 

made the reunder . 
" Pr incipal Act " means t he " Pos tage Act , 18(>7." 

3. A n y publ icat ion coining wi th in t h e following descr ipt ion 
shall, for the purposes of th i s Ac t , be deemed a newspaper , t ha t is to 
say, any publ ica t ion which consists wholly or pr incipal ly of political 
or o ther news, or of art icles re la t ing there to , or to o ther cur ren t topics 
wi th or wi thou t adver t isements , p rovided— 

(a) Tha t it be published in t he Colony in number s at in te rva ls 
not exceeding one m o n t h . 

(b) Tha t the full t i t le and date of publ icat ion be pr in ted a t t he 
top of the first page, and the whole or p a r t of the t i t le and 
the date at t he top of every subsequent page. 

And the following shall for the purposes of this Ac t be deemed 
a supp lement to a newspaper, t h a t is to say, a publ icat ion consis t ing 
whol ly or in great pa r t of m a t t e r like t h a t of a newspaper , or of 
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adver t isements , p r in ted on paper s t i tched or u n s t i t c h e d ; or whol ly or 
in pa r t of engravings , p r in t s , or l i thographs i l lus t ra t ive of ar t ic les in 
t h e newspaper : Provided t h a t such publ ica t ion as aforesaid be in 
every case publ ished wi th t h e newspaper , and have t h e t i t le and date 
of publ icat ion pr in ted a t t he top of every p a g e ; or, if it consists of 
engravings , pr in ts , or l i thographs , at t he top of every sheet or side. 

4. The proprietor or p r in te r of any newspaper m a y a t such 
t ime, and in such form, and with such par t icu la rs as m a y be pro­
scribed upon p a y m e n t of a fee of Jive shil l ings, regis ter i t at t he 
Genera l Post Office, and the Pos tmaster -Genera l m a y from t ime to 
t ime revise the regis ter and remove theref rom a n y publ ica t ion which 
by reason of t h e proport ion of adver t i sements to other m a t t e r the re in 
or for a n y other reason is no t wi th in t he descript ion aforesaid, a n d a n y 
publ icat ion for t he t ime being on the regis ter shall for t h e purposes of 
this A c t be deemed a regis tered newspaper . 

5. No newspaper shall be ent i t led to free t ransmission u n d e r 
section two of t he Ac t th i r ty - seven th Victor ia n u m b e r one, unless such 
newspaper and every supplement there to have been p r in ted in N e w 
South Wales from type set u p in N e w South Wales , or from stereotyped 
plates made therefrom, and such newspaper has been registered in 
accordance w i t h t h e preceding section, and the Pos tmas te r -Genera l is 
hereby empowered to requi re from the sender of any newspaper 
c la iming exempt ion from postage satisfactory proof t h a t t h e newspaper 
and supp lement have been pr in ted as here in provided. 

6. The exempt ion from postage conferred by section two of t he 
Ac t th i r ty -seventh Victoria n u m b e r one shall no t ex tend to newspapers 
which are be ing re tu rned by any news agen t or vendor of newspapers 
to t h e proprie tor or editor, or any person connected wi th t he manage ­
m e n t thereof ; b u t such newspaper shall be carried and delivered 
subject to such t e rms and condit ions and such rates of postage as m a y 
be prescribed. 

7. The Governor- in-Council m a y cause post cards and s tamped 
envelopes to be prepared and issued, and may , by not ice in t h e Gazette, 
m a k e such regula t ions as he m a y t h i n k fit to m a k e for t h e t ransmission 
of t he same by post, for the delivery thereof, for t h e re tu rn thereof 
in cer ta in cases to the sender, and for o ther ma t t e r s in connect ion 
the rewi th . 

8. (I) Eve ry let ter , packe t , and newspaper which remains 
undel ivered a t t he Genera l Pos t Office or a t any post office to wh ich : 
t h e same has been transmitted for delivery shall, save as in this or i 
t h e Pr inc ipa l Act otherwise provided, be kep t therea t for del ivery for 
such t ime as m a y be prescribed. A n d as soon as possible after the 
expirat ion of such t ime the pos tmaster a t every such post office as 
aforesaid shall t r ansmi t to t he Genera l Pos t Office every let ter , packet , 
and newspaper t h a t has been kep t for the prescribed t ime, a n d there­
u p o n every such letter, packet , and newspaper so t r ansmi t t ed as 
aforesaid, and any let ter , packet , or newspaper which remains undelivered 
a t t he Genera l Pos t Office beyond the prescribed t ime shall be deal t 
wi th as in the Pr inc ipa l A c t provided wi th regard to let ters , packets , 
a n d newspapers required by tin said A c t to be t r ansmi t t ed to t he 
Genera l Pos t Office. 

( I I ) W h e n on any le t ter or packe t the re is an indorsement J 
by t he sender to t he effect t h a t if such le t ter or packe t remains \ 
undel ivered for a cer ta in specified t ime , not less t h a n t en days, it m a y t 
be r e t u r n e d to h im, t h e pos tmaster a t t h e post office; to which t h e 
same has been t r ansmi t t ed for delivery shall , if i t remains undel ivered 
for the t ime so specified forthwith t r ansmi t t he same; to t he General 
Post Office. Thereupon any such le t te r or packe t so t ransmi t ted as 
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aforesaid, and any such le t te r or packe t which remains undel ivered a t 
t h e General Pos t Office for the t ime so specified shall, unless t he same 
he reasonably suspected to have been posted, or to contain any 
enclosure, in fraud or violation of this or t he Pr inc ipa l A c t or any 
regula t ion the reunder , or of a n y A c t re la t ing to t h e Customs, shall be 
r e t u r n e d to t he sender thereof ; bu t , if he refuse to receive t he same, 
it m a y be opened, and it a n d its contents m a y be deal t with a n d 
disposed of in t he prescribed manne r , a n d the sender shall be l iable 
to pay any postage and fees due thereon, and such postage and fees 
m a y be recovered summar i ly before a s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e 
or any two just ices of t he peace. 

9. Eve ry pos tmaster m a y refuse to receive, or to t r ansmi t by 
post, any le t ter , packet , or newspaper exceeding the weight prescribed, 
or of inconvenient form or dimensions, or con ta in ing or reasonably 
suspected to conta in any art icle l ikely to in jure any person or t h e 
contents of t h e mai l bags. 

10. Excep t as expressly provided by this or the Pr inc ipa l Act, or by 
a r r a n g e m e n t made wi th the Pos tmas te r -Genera l in t h e U n i t e d Kingdom, 
or wi th the proper author i t ies of a n y Bri t ish possession or foreign 
count ry , t he postage upon every let ter , packet , and newspaper , and all 
fees (if any) upon every let ter , packet , and newspaper shal l be prepaid 
by affixing thereon postage s tamps no t obl i tera ted or defaced. 

1 1 . I f any let ter or packet posted for delivery in N e w South W a l e s 
bears insufficient or no postage s tamps , or is no t prepaid by money, it 
shall never theless be regular ly t r ansmi t t ed and delivered, b u t before 
such delivery the re shall be paid double t he a m o u n t of postage 
which shall have been omit ted to be prepaid, and t h e s u m to be 
so paid shall be wr i t t en on such le t te r or packe t by t h e pos tmaster 
who t ransmi t s t he same : Provided t h a t postage on loose le t ters 
received from mas te rs of vessels from places beyond the Colony m a y 
be collected on delivery, a t the ra te chargeable to t he place whence 
such le t ters a rc received. 

12. No twi ths t and ing a n y t h i n g in th is or t h e Pr inc ipa l Act , it 
shal l be lawful for the Pos tmas ter -Genera l to author ise any pos tmaster 
or o ther officer of t h e post office to accept money in p a y m e n t in cases 
where a large quan t i ty of le t ters , packets , or newspapers are b r o u g h t to 
t h e post by or on behalf of one person or firm, b u t t he pos tmas te r 
or o ther officer shall be required to demand a n d receive in money in 
respect of each let ter , packet , or newspaper t h e full a m o u n t of postage 
to which i t shall be liable, and to m a r k t h e same as prepaid . 

13 . Every mas te r or person in charge of any vessel about to 
depar t from any port in N e w South Wales to any other por t or place, 
who shall receive on board thereof any mai l -bag, mai l -box, or mai l -
parcel , for t he purpose of conveying t h e same according to t h e direct ion 
thereof, shall be ent i t led immedia te ly to demand and receive from t h e 
person tender ing or del ivering the same for t h e carr iage thereof pay­
m e n t a t such ra tes as m a y from t ime to t ime be prescribed. B u t 
no th ing here in conta ined shall ent i t le t he mas te r or person in charge 
of a n y vessel unde r cont rac t for t h e carr iage of mails to receive any 
p a y m e n t as aforesaid. 

14. No twi th s t and ing a n y t h i n g in sections forty-six and fifty 
of t he Pr inc ipa l Act , i t shal l be lawful for t h e Pos tmas te r -Genera l , 
in cases of vessels which are known or reasonably believed to have no 
mai ls on board, to authorise t h e proper officer of the Customs to 
pe rmi t any such vessels a r r iv ing a t any por t in N e w South W a l e s 
to report w i thou t requ i r ing t h e declarat ion to be signed, a n d t h e 
certificate to be delivered, as provided by section forty-six of t h e said 
A c t ; and it shall be in the discretion of the Pos tmas te r -Genera l to 
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requ i re less than twenty- four hours notice of t h e in tended depar tures 
of vessels if lie shal l he of opinion tha t t he full period of twenty- four 
hours , as provided in section fifty of the Pr inc ipa l Act , is no t necessary 
in t h e public interest . 

15. The Governor- in-Counci l may establish a parcel post for t he 
transmission and delivery of parcels not exceeding fifty pounds in weight , 
and may, for t h a t purpose, by notice in t he Gazette, make , rescind, 
and al ter regula t ions prescribing the conditions under which such 
parcels may be received, t ransmi t ted , delivered, re tu rned to t he senders, 
or otherwise disposed of, and fixing the rates or fees to be charged for 
the t ransmission, delivery, r e tu rn , insurance, or regis trat ion of such 
parcels, and prescr ibing the m a n n e r in which such rates or fees are to 
be paid, and the a r r angemen t s as to t h e collection of any cus toms 
dut ies , or any other duties or fees which may lawfully be payable in 
respect of any such parcel . 

10. The Governor- in-Council may, for t he t ransmission of small 
sums th rough the post office, by notice in the Gazette, m a k e regulat ions 
for the issue, payment , and cancellation of t ransferable orders for the 
paymen t of cer tain fixed a m o u n t s not exceeding twen ty shil l ings. 
Such orders shall not be subject to s t amp du ty and shall be called postal 
notes . The Governor- in-Counci l may make a r r a n g e m e n t s wi th t he 
Pos tmaster -Genera l in the United Kingdom, or wi th the proper 
author i t ies of any British possession or foreign country , for the reciprocal 
payment of postal notes by means of the post office, and for the 
account ing for and t ransmission of moneys connected therewi th . And 
in respect of all such postal notes , t he Pos tmas te r -Genera l shall charge 
and levy a commission at such ra te as may he prescribed, and all 
moneys received on account of such commission shall be paid into t he 
Treasury and form pa r t of t he Consolidated Revenue F u n d . Eve ry 
such postal note shal l be deemed a, valuable security wi th in t he 
mean ing of any A c t now or hereafter in force relat ive to larceny, and 
t h e prosecution for and pun i shmen t of tha t offence. 

17. No money order shall he g ran ted for a la rger s u m t h a n 
twen ty pounds, and, after the commencemen t of th is Act. t he Post­
mas te r -Genera l or other officer in charge of t he Money Order Office 
may levy and receive in respect of all money orders issued a com­
mission a t such r a t e as m a y be prescribed, and such commission shall be 
pa id into the Treasury and form par t of the Consolidated R e v e n u e F u n d . 

18. Letters , packe ts , or newspapers con ta in ing indecent or 
obscene publ icat ions , wr i t ings , pr in ts , pa in t ings , photographs , l i tho­
graphs , engrav ings , books, cards, or other art icles or m a t t e r of an 
indecent or obscene character , and the contents of such let ters , packets , 
or newspapers , whe ther t he same he- posted in t he Colony or elsewhere, 
shall for the purposes and wi th in the mean ing of th is and t h e 
Pr inc ipa l A c t be deemed to have been posted, and to be in f raud 
and violation of t he said Acts . Post-cards and parcels shal l for 
t he purpose of th is section be deemed packets . 

19. If t he Pos tmas te r -Genera l has a t any t ime reasonable 
ground to suppose any person to be; engaged in receiving a n y money 
or va luable t h i n g as or for t h e considerat ion for any assurance, under ­
tak ing , promise, or ag reemen t expressed or implied to pay or give, 
or to procure; or induce any other person to pay or give, any money or 
va luable t h i n g on any event or cont ingency of or re la t ing to any 
horse-race, or o ther race, or any fight, game, sport, or exercise, or t o 
be engaged in p romot ing or car ry ing out any scheme connected wi th 
any such assurance, unde r t ak ing , promise, or ag reement as aforesaid, 
or any lot tery, game of chance, or un lawful game, or in receiving 
money under pre tence of foretelling fu ture events , or to be engaged 
in any illegal or f raudulent business or unde r t ak ing , t hen the said 
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Pos tmas te r -Genera l may , if he t h i n k fit, by notification in t h e Gazelle, 
o r d e r t h a t no let ter , packet , newspaper , or parcel , addressed to any 
such person, e i ther by his own or any fictitious or assumed n a m e , o r 
to any address wi thou t a n a m e shal l be registered or delivered to a n y 
such person. The notification shal l specify every name, whe the r real , 
fictitious, or assumed, and every address in respect of which t h e o r d e r 
i s made ; and the order shal l upon notification thereof cont inue in force 
unt i l t he Pos tmas te r -Genera l shall cancel it, which he is hereby 
empowered to do by not ice in the Gazelle; audi t" while such order 
is in force any le t ter addressed to any such person by any n a m e , 
or to a n y address, so specified as aforesaid, be received a t any p o s t 
office, i t shall no t be delivered to t he person to w h o m or at the address 
to which i t is addressed, bu t shall a t once be sent to t h e dead le t te r 
office i n Sydney, and shall , if it were originally posted in N e w South 
Wales , be opened, and immedia te ly r e tu rned to t h e sender, or if no t 
original ly posted in N e w South Wales be r e tu rned unopened to t he 
colony or coun t ry whence it or iginal ly came. W h i l e such o r d e r is 
in force no money order shall be issued in favour of any person 
wi th respect to w h o m t h e order has been made , and no money order 
shall be paid to any such person. B u t no th ing in th is section shall 
have a n y application to any association legalised by the Ac t four teen th 
Victoria, n u m b e r th i r teen . 

20. F r o m t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of this Act , t h e following sections 
of the Pr inc ipa l Act shall be and the same are he reby repealed, t h a t is 
to say sections eight , n ine , twelve, fifteen, e ighteen, twen ty , so m u c h 
of section twenty-seven as is con t ra ry to t h e provisions of th is Act , 
sections twenty-e igh t , twen ty-n ine , forty, and forty-eight , and also so 
m u c h of section two of the Ac t th i r ty - seven th of Victoria n u m b e r one, 
as is inconsis tent wi th t he provisions of th i s Act . 

2 1 . N o charge shal l he made on le t ters and packets read dressed 
before del ivery and again forwarded by post . 

22. The GoA"ernor-in-Council may from t ime to t ime, b y notice in 
tin; Gazelle, m a k e regula t ions for the regis t ra t ion of newspapers unde r 
th i s Act , for fixing the t e rms and conditions of t he conveyance and 
delivery of newspapers , and the ra tes of postage payable in respect o f 
newspapers pr in ted abroad and posted in t he Colony or pr in ted a n d 
registered in t he Colony and posted after t he expirat ion of seven days 
from the da te thereof, or in respect of newspapers fal l ing wi th in t h e 
provisions of section six, provided t h a t in t he case of such last-
men t ioned newspapers t he ra te of postage shall not exceed one h a l f ­
p e n n y for each newspape r ; for fixing the t ime for which unc la imed 
le t ters , packets , and newspapers shall be kep t for delivery a t t h e 
Genera l or any post office; for fixing the m a x i m u m weight of le t ters , 
newspapers , and packe ts ; for the disposal of t he contents of le t ters 
wh ich have been re tu rned to t he sender, and w h i c h t he sender 
refuses to receive ; for fixing the rates payable to the masters of 
vessels for the carr iage of mails , and t h e r a t e of commission payable 
on the issue of money o r d e r s ; and genera l ly for t he purpose of 
car ry ing out t he provisions of th i s A c t ; and m a y impose a pena l ty 
not exceeding fifty pounds for the b reach of a n y regula t ion under t h i s 
Act , which pena l ty m a y be recovered b y s u m m a r y procedure before 
any St ipendiary or Police Magis t r a t e . 
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