
No. XXVI. 
An Act to alter the constitution of and mode 

of appointing the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, to empower 
such Committee to appoint Sectional 
Committees, and for other purposes 
hereinafter set forth. [5th June, 1889.] 

WH E R E A S , by t h e " Pub l i c W o r k s Ac t of 1888 , " i t is enacted 
t h a t t he P a r l i a m e n t a r y S tand ing Commit tee on Publ ic W o r k s 

shal l be appoin ted on some day n o t la ter t h a n the seventh day after 
t h e commencemen t of each Session of every Pa r l i amen t , and shall , 
subject to cer tain condit ions, hold office for t he Session for which 
t hey were appointed, and du r ing t h e in terval be tween t h e prorogat ion 
of P a r l i a m e n t and the n e x t ensu ing Session thereof ; and i t is by t h e 
said A c t fur ther enacted t h a t a n y seven. Members of t h e Commit tee , of 
w h o m t h e C h a i r m a n or Vice-Chai rman shall be one, shall form a 
q u o r u m compe ten t to exercise all powers and author i t ies , and to i n c u r 

all 



all obligations conferred or imposed by the said Ac t u p o n such Com
mit tee . A n d whereas it is b y t h e said Ac t provided t h a t t he said 
Commi t t ee m a y sit a t such t imes a n d places as m a y seem most 
convenient for t h e proper and speedy despatch of business, and t h a t 
such Commi t t ee shal l sit i n open Court . A n d whereas i t is considered 
t h a t t h e period wi th in which the said Commi t t ee is r equ i red to be 
appoin ted should be e x t e n d e d ; t h a t the said Commi t t ee should hold 
office du r ing the cont inuance of P a r l i a m e n t ; t h a t i t would conduce to 
t he be t t e r despatch of business if t h e q u o r u m of t h e said Commit tee 
were al tered, a n d if in the absence of t h e C h a i r m a n or Vice-Chai rman 
the M e m b e r s of t h e Commit tee were empowered to appoint a t emporary 
C h a i r m a n ; and if t h e Member s thereof were empowered to appoin t 
Sectional Commit tees . A n d whereas for t he said and o ther purposes i t is 
desirable t h a t t he said Act should be amended as hereinaf ter p rov ided ;— 
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty , by and 
w i t h t h e advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Council and Legislat ive 
Assembly of N e w South Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by t h e 
au thor i ty of t he same, as follows :— 

1. This A c t may be cited as t he " Pub l ic W o r k s A c t Amend
m e n t Ac t of 1889 . " 

2. The th i rd section of t he " Pub l i c W o r k s A c t of 1 8 8 8 " is 
hereby amended in respect to the e n a c t m e n t the re in conta ined t h a t 
every jo in t Commit tee as the re in described shall be appointed wi th in 
seven days after the commencemen t of each Session of every Par l ia
m e n t ; and after the pass ing of th is A c t such Commit tee shal l be 
appointed as soon as prac t icable after t h e commencemen t of t he first 
Session of every Pa r l i amen t . 

3. No twi th s t and ing a n y t h i n g in the " Pub l i c W o r k s A c t of 
1888 , " t h e Members of every Pa r l i amen ta ry S tand ing Commit tee on 
Pub l i c W o r k s shall hold office for t h e du ra t ion of t h e Pa r l i amen t for 
t he t ime being, b u t shall cease to hold office so soon as such Par l ia
m e n t shall expire by dissolution, or effluxion of t i m e ; and shall hold 
office unless otherwise provided by th is Act , unde r and subject to t he 
provisions of t h e said Pub l ic W o r k s Ac t . 

4. The q u o r u m of every such Commit tee shall , after t he passing 
of th is Act , be five ; and i t shal l no t be necessary t h a t t he Cha i rman 
or Vice -Cha i rman of t he Commit tee shall be one of such quo rum. 
Provided t h a t when the Commit tee meet for the considerat ion of the i r 
R e p o r t to t he Legislat ive Assembly the q u o r u m shal l no t be less t h a n 
seven. Provided also t h a t such quorums shall no t consist exclusively 
of Member s of t h e Legis la t ive Assembly or of t he Legislat ive Council . 

5. A t a n y mee t ing of t h e Commi t t ee a t w h i c h a q u o r u m shall 
be present , t h e Member s in a t t endance , may , in t h e absence of t h e 
Cha i rman and Vice-Chai rman, appoin t one of the i r n u m b e r t hen 
present to be t empora ry Cha i rman , and such t empora ry C h a i r m a n shal l 
have, du r ing t h e absence of t h e C h a i r m a n and Vice-Chai rman , al l t h e 
powers given b y t h e " P u b l i c W o r k s Ac t of 1888 , " or by th is Act , to 
t h e C h a i r m a n or Vice-Chai rman of t he Commit tee . 

6. Al l quest ions which shall arise in any Commi t t ee or Sectional 
Commit tee shal l be decided by a major i ty of votes of t h e M e m b e r s 
present , a n d w h e n t h e votes shal l be equa l t h e C h a i r m a n shall have a 
second or cas t ing vote. Provided t h a t in all cases of divisions t h e 
names of the persons vo t ing shall be s ta ted on t h e m i n u t e s a n d i n t h e 
R e p o r t . 

7. Sectional Commit tees of t he P a r l i a m e n t a r y S tand ing Com
mi t t ee on Pub l i c W o r k s , for al l purposes of t h e " P u b l i c W o r k s A c t 
of 1888 , " m a y be cons t i tu ted by t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of a n y t h r ee or more 
M e m b e r s of such Commi t t ee a t any m e e t i n g of t he said Commit tee 
at wh ich a q u o r u m as prescr ibed by th is A c t shal l be present . The 

Members 



M e m b e r s so to be appoin ted shall be designated a Sectional Com
m i t t e e , a n d every Sectional Commit tee shal l have, a n d may exercise, 
for t h e purpose of car ry ing ou t any business or inqui ry delegated to 
t h e m by the Commit tee ei ther a t or after the t ime of the i r appoint
men t , a l l the powers conferred on the Commi t t ee by the said Publ ic 
W o r k s Act , and shall sit in open Court . The Cha i rman or t emporary 
Cha i rman of such Sectional Commit tee (who shal l be appoin ted by the 
said Sectional Commit tee) shall be t h e person to exercise the powers 
conferred by the said P u b l i c W o r k s Ac t on, or in t h e n a m e of, t he 
C h a i r m a n or Vice-Chai rman of the Commit tee . 

8. The powers and provisions respectively conferred by and 
conta ined in t he seventh , t en th , and e leventh sections of t he " Pub l ic 
W o r k s Ac t of 1888 ," shal l be exercisable by and applicable to every 
Sectional Commi t t ee appointed as aforesaid. 

9. E v e r y such Sectional Commit tee shall m a k e its report as 
soon as pract icable to t he Commit tee , of and in respect to all ma t t e r s 
delegated to it by such Commit tee ; and such repor t w i th any evidence 
t a k e n by such Sectional Commit tee shall be deal t wi th by the Com
mi t t ee in all respects, so far as possible, as reports of Select Commit tees 
are deal t with by t h e Legislat ive Assembly. 

10. No t more t h a n two Sectional Commit tees shall be appointed 
or shall sit a t t he same t ime ; b u t t h e Commit tee m a y sit a t any t ime 
no twi ths tand ing t h a t any such Sectional Commit tee or Commit tees 
m a y be s i t t ing a t t he same t ime . 

1 1 . W h e r e a n y Pub l i c W o r k shal l before t he pass ing of this 
Ac t have been referred to t he Pa r l i amen ta ry S tanding Commit tee on 
Pub l i c W o r k s , or shall hereafter be referred to any such Commit tee , 
and such Commit tee shall have lapsed or ceased to have legal existence, 
before such publ ic work has been reported on by such Commit tee t he 
evidence t aken before such Commit tee and before any Sectional 
Commit tee shall , nevertheless , be considered by any subsequent 
Commit tee to w h o m the same Pub l i c W o r k may be referred for repor t 
pu r suan t to the said " Pub l i c W o r k s A c t of 1888 , " as hereby amended, 
as if such evidence had been given before and for the information and 
guidance of such subsequent Commit tee . 


