
No. XXVII. 
An Act to amend the law re la t ing to P a t e n t s 

for Invent ions and Improvement s in Ar ts 
or Manufactures . [19th June, 1879.] 

W H E R E A S by an A c t of the Governor a n d Legislat ive Counci l 
passed in t he s ix teen th year of H e r Majesty 's R e i g n a n d 

int i tuled "An Act to authorize the Governor General with the advice 
of the Executive Council to grant letters of registration for all inven
tions and improvements in the Arts or Manufactures to have the same 
effect as Letters Patent in England so far as regards this Colony" 
provision was made for t he g ran t ing of let ters of regis t ra t ion for t he 
exclusive en joyment and advan tage for a period of not less t h a n seven 
nor more t h a n fourteen years for all invent ions or improvements in t h e 
arts or manufac tures to t h e au thors or designers thereof the i r agents 
or assignees subject to t he condit ions and provisions contained in t he 
said A c t A n d whereas it is desirable in view of t h e for thcoming I n t e r 
national Exhib i t ion to be held in Sydney du r ing the years one thousand 
eight h u n d r e d and seventy-nine a n d one thousand e ight hund red and 
eighty to provide t h a t t he au tho r s or designers of all such invent ions 
and improvements as m i g h t be protected by let ters pa t en t u n d e r the 
said A c t shall no t be deprived of or prejudiced in t he assert ion of the i r 
pa tent r igh t s in respect of such invent ions a n d improvements by reason 
of such invent ions or improvements being exhibi ted or used a t or for 
the purpose of such In te rna t iona l or other Exh ib i t ion Be it therefore 
enacted by the Queen ' s Most Exce l l en t Majes ty by and w i t h t he advice 
and consent of t h e Legislat ive Counci l and Legis la t ive Assembly of 
N e w Sou th W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled and by t h e au thor i ty of 
the same as follows :— 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as t h e " P a t e n t s L a w A m e n d m e n t 
Act." 

2. I n t h e const ruct ion and for t h e purposes of th is A c t t h e 
expression " P a t e n t s A c t " means t h e A c t s ix teenth Victoria n u m b e r 
twen ty - four a n d the word " E x h i b i t i o n " includes t h e In t e rna t i ona l 
Exh ib i t ion appointed to be held in Sydney du r ing the present or n e x t 
year as well as any exhibi t ion to be held in th i s or any o ther year by t he 
Agr icu l tu ra l Society of th is Colony and any exhibi t ion of works of 
scientific invent ion or of t h e fine a r t s or of indus t r ia l a r t wh ich the 
Governor wi th t he advice of t he Execu t ive Council may b y notifi
cation in t he Gazette declare to be a n exhibi t ion wi th in t he mean ing 
and for t he purposes of th is Ac t A n d the word " I n v e n t i o n " means 
any invent ion or improvement in t he a r t s or manufac tu res such as 
m i g h t be pa ten ted unde r t h e " P a t e n t s A c t . " 

3 . The exhibi t ion of any new invent ion a t any exhib i t ion shall 
n o t nor shall t he publ ica t ion dur ing the hold ing of such exhibi t ion 
of any descript ion of' such invent ion nor shall t h e user of such invent ion 
for t h e purposes of such exhibi t ion and wi th in t he bu i ld ing or place 
where t h e same m a y be held nor shal l t he user of such invent ion else
where by any person wi thou t the pr ivi ty a n d consent of t he a u t h o r or 
designer thereof pre judice t h e r i gh t of t h e exhibi tor thereof if h e be 
t h e a u t h o r or designer thereof to apply for le t ters of registrat ion for 
such inven t ion u n d e r t h e Pa t en t s A c t nor shall t h e exhibi t ion of such 
invent ion inval idate any le t ters of regis t ra t ion which may be granted 
u n d e r t h e P a t e n t s A c t in respect of such invent ion. 


