
No. XIV. 
An Act to m a k e be t te r provision for the 

control of Pr i sons and for the custody of 
Pr isoners . [27th May, 1874.] 

W H E R E A S it is expedient to m a k e be t te r provision for the control 
of Pr i sons and for the custody of Pr isoners Bo it therefore 

enacted by the Queen 's Most Exce l len t Majesty by and wi th t he advice 
and consent of t he Legislat ive Counci l and Legis la t ive Assembly of 
N e w South W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled and by t h e au thor i ty of 
t he same as follows :— 

1. This Ac t shall come in to force on the first day of J u n e in 
t he present year and may be cited as t h e " Pr isons Ac t of 1874 . " 

2. I n this A c t t h e word " P r i sons" means and includes all 
public gaols prisons houses of correct ion and reformatories for juveni le 
offenders already or hereafter to be established or used wi th in t he 
Colony. 

3. I t shall be lawful for t h e Governor wi th t he advice of the 
Execu t ive Council to appoin t an officer to be called t he " Comptroller-
General of P r i s o n s " and the person now holding office unde r t h a t t i t le 
shall be deemed to have been appointed unde r t he provisions of th is 
section A n d the Governor wi th t h e l ike advice m a y also appoin t an 
officer to be called t he " D e p u t y Comptrol ler of P r i s o n s " who shall 
du r ing the absence sickness or o ther disability of the said Comptrol ler 
Genera l of Pr isons have and exercise and be subject to all t he powers 
author i t ies and obligations respectively which m i g h t lawfully be 
exercised and incurred by the said Comptrol ler-General of Pr isons . 

4. 



4. The Comptrol ler-General of Prisons shall (subject to t he 
exceptions hereinafter contained and to t he control of t he Governor 
wi th t h e advice aforesaid) have t h e care direction and control of all 
prisons wi th in t h e Colony and also t h e custody of all convicted 
prisoners t ha t is to say prisoners commit ted to such prisons for a n y 
crimes offences or misconduct unde r or in pursuance of any sentence 
of a n y J u d g e Jus t ice or Cour t Provided always t h a t t h e custody of 
all persons commit ted to any such prison before or after t he commence­
m e n t of th is Ac t no t be ing prisoners unde r sentence for an indictable 
offence or adjudication of impr i sonment for some offence punishable on 
summary conviction shal l toge ther w i th all powers r igh ts obligations 
and liabili t ies in respect of such persons w h e t h e r unde r t h e provisions 
of any A c t or a t common law cont inue to be vested in and incident to 
the Sheriff for t he t ime being A n d in respect of all pr isoners who shall 
no t have been convicted and sentenced as aforesaid the Comptrol ler-
Genera l and all gaolers and o ther officers shal l be deemed to hold 
such prisoners for and on behalf of t he Sheriff who shall have such 
access to communica t ion wi th and al l o ther powers and au thor i t i e s 
over or in reference to such prisoners as he would have had if th is 
Act h a d no t been passed. 

5. N o t h i n g in th is Ac t conta ined shall abridge or otherwise 
affect t he powers author i t ies a n d obligations of t he Sheriff in respect 
of prisoners in any prison unde r sentence of death. 

6. W h e r e before t h e commencement of th i s Ac t any wr i t of 
habeas corpus would in respect of t h e body of t he person the re in 
n a m e d have been directed to t h e Sheriff or to t he Sheriff and o ther 
persons the re in n a m e d such wri t shall after t h e commencement of 
th i s Ac t be directed to t he Comptrol ler -General of Pr isons and to t he 
other person in such writ n a m e d if t he custody of t h e body of such 
person shall have been by v i r tue of this A c t be vested in such 
Comptro l le r -Genera l . 

7. Al l powers author i t ies and obligations by law vested in or 
imposed upon the Sheriff in respect of t h e charge care and direction of 
publ ic gaols prisons and houses of correct ion and in respect of t h e 
custody of convicted prisoners as hereinbefore defined shall be a n d t h e 
same are hereby declared from and after t h e commencement of th i s 
Ac t to be transferred from t h e Sheriff to t he Comptro l le r -Genera l of 
Pr isons . 

8. I t shall be lawful for t h e Governor wi th t h e advice aforesaid 
to m a k e Regula t ions for enabl ing t he Sheriff to carry out all powers 
and author i t ies and fulfil all dut ies r ema in ing vested in h i m in 
re la t ion to prisoners A n d also to m a k e Regula t ions for enabl ing t h e 
Comptrol ler -Genera l of Pr i sons to exercise all powers and authori t ies 
and fulfil all dut ies vested in or apper ta in ing to h im by v i r tue of th i s 
Act Provided tha t t h e Regula t ions in force a t t he t i m e of t h e 
commencemen t of this Ac t shall so far as t hey are consistent wi th 
th is A c t apply to and be carr ied in to effect by t he Comptroller-
Genera l of Pr isons as fully a n d effectually as if he had been named 
in such Regu la t ions instead of t h e Sheriff. 

9. Al l Regula t ions framed unde r t he last preceding section 
shall be laid before bo th Houses of P a r l i a m e n t wi th in one m o n t h if 
Pa r l i amen t be t h e n s i t t ing and if Pa r l i amen t be no t t h e n s i t t ing t h e n 
wi th in one m o n t h after t h e commencement of t he n e x t ensu ing 
Session thereof a n d shall be publ ished in t he Government Gazette for 
genera l information. 

No. XV. 


