
No. XVII. 
An Act further to amend the Postage Act. [30th 

September, 1854.] 

WH E R E A S it is expedient fur ther to a m e n d the Pos tage Ac t of 
1851 in var ious pa r t i cu la r s as hereinafter provided Be i t 

therefore enacted by H i s Exce l lency t h e Governor of New South 
"Wales wi th t h e advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Counci l thereof 
as fo l lows:— 

1. I t shal l ho competent to t h e Governor by and wi th the advice 
of t he Execu t i ve Counci l from t ime to t ime to enter in to such a r range
men t s w i t h H e r Majes ty ' s Imper i a l Gove rnmen t as m a y be deemed 
expedient t o u c h i n g t h e rates of postage to be charged upon let ters 
packe t s and newspapers t r ansmi t t ed by post from any p a r t of th i s 
Colony to and t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m or theref rom to and 
t h r o u g h th is Colony and also touch ing the t ransmiss ion t h r o u g h the 
Pos t Office in London of le t ters and packets between th is Colony and 
places out of t h e Un i t ed K i n g d o m and the ra tes of pos tage the reon 
a n d also touch ing the mode and place of p a y m e n t of such ra tes of 
postage respectively and the d is t r ibut ion thereof amongs t t h e several 
Pos t Offices concerned in t h e t ransmiss ion of such le t ters packets a n d 
newspapers and every such a r r a n g e m e n t shall du r ing the cont inuance 
thereof have t h e force and effect of law. 

2. I t shall be competent to t h e Governor w i th t h e advice of t he 
Execu t ive Counci l to m a k e or cause a r r a n g e m e n t s to be made wi th t he 
Governments of t h e ne ighbour ing Br i t i sh Colonies or any of t h e m for 
t h e m u t u a l exempt ion from inward postage of all le t ters packe ts 
books or other parcels conveyed by post between th i s Colony a n d such 
ne ighbour ing Colonies respectively. 

3. The ra te of ou tward pos tage u p o n all le t ters a n d packets 
posted in any p a r t of th i s Colony for t ransmiss ion beyond seas except 
such as shall come wi th in the a r r a n g e m e n t s to be m a d e u n d e r t h e first 
section of th i s Ac t shall be such s u m no t exceeding sixpence as t h e 
Governor wi th t he advice of H i s Execu t ive Counci l shall de termine . 

4. The provisions of section e ight of t h e Pos tage A c t of 1851 
shall apply to parcels open a t each end conta in ing any proof sheets or 
revises of any publ ica t ion or manusc r ip t s for publ ica t ion addressed to 
or by any p r in t e r or publ i sher or con ta in ing any p r in t ed m a t t e r of 
whatsoever descript ion. 

5. A n d whereas the accumula t ion of unc la imed newspapers in 
t he Pos t Office is found to be very inconvenient no tw i th s t and ing the 
provision a l ready m a d e for t h e des t ruc t ion thereof after t h e expirat ion 
of t h r ee m o n t h s B e it enacted Tha t it shall be lawful for t h e Post
mas te r General to cause to be sold or destroyed all newspapers which 
shall have remained in any Pos t Office unc la imed for t he period of 
two mon ths . 

6. A n d whereas i t is found imprac t icable wi thou t great and 
unreasonab le expense to keep a list of all unc la imed and undelivered 
le t ters and packe ts shewing the date and address and the wri ter 's 
n a m e and place of wr i t ing every such le t te r and packe t as requi red by 
t h e proviso conta ined in t h e t w e n t y - n i n t h section of t h e said Postage 
A c t of 1851 Be it therefore enacted T h a t no such list shall be 
requi red to be kep t in respect of any let ters or packets whatsoever 
except such as shal l u p o n examina t ion be found to conta in money or 
other valuable con ten ts and in respect of all such las t -ment ioned let ters 
and their contents t he provisions of t he second section of t h e Act of 

Counci l 



Counci l passed in t h e Session of 1852 to amend t h e Pos tage A c t of 
1851 shal l he appl icable and shall be duly observed and kept . 

7. I t shall be lawful for any Pos tmas te r to open and examine 
any parce l posted as con ta in ing pa t t e rns or samples of merchandise 
for t he purpose of ascer ta in ing whe ther t h e same be bond fide w i th in 
t h e provision au thor iz ing the charge of a lower ra te of postage on such 
parcels . 

8. Week ly newspapers coming from abroad t h o u g h s t i tched in 
m o n t h l y pa r t s shall be considered newspapers wi th in t he m e a n i n g of 
t he Pos tage Acts of 1851 and 1852 a n d when posted in t h e Colony 
shall be t r ansmi t t ed by the mai l to all pa r t s thereof a t t he charge of 
one penny for each weekly n u m b e r inc luded in each such m o n t h l y 
pa r t provided tha t no t more t h a n one m o n t h l y par t shall be forwarded 
unde r one cover. 

9. The mas te r commander or o ther person hav ing the charge 
of any vessel bound to t ake a ma i l shall give t imely not ice to t h e 
Pos tmas te r neares t to t he por t h a r b o u r or place of such veseel 's 
in tended depa r tu re so as to enable h im to be prepared to dispatch any 
mai l on board such vessel and if any such mas te r commander or o ther 
person as aforesaid shall refuse fail or neglect to give such notice he 
shal l for every such offence forfeit and pay a pena l ty no t exceeding 
fifty pounds . 

10. N o p a y m e n t shal l be m a d e to t h e mas te r or o ther person 
in charge of any vessel a r r iv ing from p a r t s beyond the Colony for t he 
conveyance of any le t ters packe ts or newspapers on which payment s 
have a l ready been m a d e at t h e por t of depar tu re . 

1 1 . I f any person shal l wilfully obs t ruc t t he conveyance or 
del ivery of any mai l he shall for such offence upon conviction thereof 
before any two Jus t i ces of t h e Peace forfeit and pay a pena l ty no t 
exceeding twen ty pounds . 


