
No. XXXVIII. 
AN Act to establish an Uniform Rate of Postage 

and to consolidate and amend the Law for 
the Conveyance and Postage of Letters. 
[12th October, 1849.] 

WH E R E A S it is deemed expedient t h a t the postage on le t te rs in 
N e w South Wales should be reduced to one uniform rate and 

tha t the privilege of franking should be abolished the Legislative 
Council of t h e said Colony pledging itself to m a k e good any efficiency 
of Revenue which may be occasioned by such al terat ion in the exis t ing 
dut ies A n d whereas it is also expedient to repeal several Acts of the; 
Governor and Legislat ive Counci l re la t ing to t h e postage of le t ters in 

order 



order t h a t t h e law on t h a t subject m a y be consolidated and amended 
Be it therefore enacted by H i s Excel lency the Governor of New South 
Wales wi th t he advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Council thereof 
T h a t from and after t h e first day of J a n u a r y nex t ensu ing after t he 
passing of th i s Ac t t h e following Acts shall be repealed except as to 
a n y t h i n g done or commenced to be done before t h e t a k i n g effect of 
th i s Ac t and except in so far as any of t he said Acts repeals any 
previous A c t namely an Act passed in t he fifth year of t he re ign of 
H i s la te Majesty K i n g Wi l l i am the Four th in t i tu led " An Act to 
provide for the conveyance and postage of Letters" and an A c t passed 
in t h e second year of H e r present Majesty 's re ign in t i tu led " An Act 
" to amend an Act intituled ' An Act to provide for the conveyance and 
"postage of Letters' " and an Act passed in the fourth year of H e r 
said Majesty 's re ign in t i tu led " An Act further to amend an Act 
" intituled ' An Act to provide for the conveyance and postage of 
" Letters' " a n d an Act passed in t he fifth year of H e r said Majesty 's 
re ign in t i tu led " An Act to amend an Act intituled ' An Act to amend 
" ' an Act intituled ' An Act to provide for the conveyance and postage 
" ' of Letters'' " and an Act passed in the eleventh year of H e r said 
•Majesty's re ign in t i tu led " An Act to amend the Law of Postage of 
" Letters to and from the neighbouring Colonies of Van Diemen's Land 
" South Australia and Western Australia" and t h e same shall accord­
ingly cease to have any operat ion from and after t he said first day of 
J a n u a r y except as aforesaid. 

2. A n d be it enacted That t he Pos tmas te r Genera l of the said 
Colony a n d every o ther Pos tmas ter le t ter carrier or o ther person 
appointed unde r th is Ac t shall before t he exercise by h im of t he duties 
of his office t ake and subscribe a declarat ion for the due execution of 
such dut ies before one of H e r Majesty 's Jus t ices of t he Peace which 
declarat ion such Jus t i ce is hereby author ized and required to adminis ter 
in t he words following tha t is t o say— 

" I A, B . do solemnly and sincerely declare tha t I will not 
" wil l ingly or knowingly open detain r e tu rn or delay or 
" cause or suffer to be opened detained re tu rned or delayed 
" any le t ter or packet which shall come into m y hands 
" power or custody by reason of m y employment re la t ing 
" to t he Post Office except by consent of t he person or 
" persons to whom such le t ter or packet shall be directed 
" or by an express w a r r a n t in wr i t ing for t ha t purpose 
" under the hand of t he Governor or other person adminis-
" t e r i ng the Governmen t or except in cases where t he 
" pa r ty or par t ies to w h o m such le t ter or packet shall be 
" directed or who shall be chargeable wi th the p a y m e n t of 
" t h e postage shall refuse to receive such le t ter packet or 
" shall refuse or neglect to pay t h e postage and except 
" such le t ters or packets as shall be r e tu rned for w a n t of 
" t r u e directions or where t h e pa r ty or part ies to whom the 
" same shall be directed cannot be found and I m a k e th is 
" solemn declarat ion by v i r tue of the provisions of an Ac t 
" passed in t h e t h i r t e en th year of H e r Majesty 's reign 
" in t i tu led ' An Act to establish an uniform rate of postage 
" ' and to consolidate and amend the Law for the conveyance 
" ' and postage of Letters' " 
Declared before me 
this day of &c. 

3. A n d be it enacted Tha t it shall and may be lawful for t he 
said Governor with the advice of t h e Execut ive Council to fix the ra tes 
and sums of money to be demanded by the said Pos tmas te r General 
and Pos tmas te rs respectively and the i r assis tants for t h e receiving 
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despa tch ing and del ivering of le t ters and packets and to increase and 
reduce t h e same from t ime to t ime as to t he said Governor and Council 
shall seem meet and to m a k e such rules and regula t ions for the estab­
l i sh ing and m a n a g i n g of t he said several Pos t Offices and the receiving 
despa tch ing conveying and del ivering of le t ters and packe ts and t h e 
col lect ing and receiving of the said ra tes and sums and t h e said rules 
a n d regula t ions from t ime to t ime to al ter revoke or vary and such 
o ther rules and regula t ions to establish in the i r stead as wi th the 
advice aforesaid he shall deem expedient Provided however t h a t such 
ra tes and sums so to be fixed as aforesaid shall not in any ease exceed 
the rates of postage f ixed by th is Act . 

4. A n d be i t enacted Tha t let ters t r ansmi t t ed by the post shall 
from and after t he first day of J a n u a r y next be charged by weight 
according to the following scale and tha t t h e several n u m b e r s of ra tes 
of postage hereinafter set forth shall be charged and be paid on let ters 
t r ansmi t t ed by the post tha t is to say—On every fetter no t exceeding 
half an ounce in weight one r a t e of postage on every le t ter exceeding 
half an ounce and not exceeding one ounce in weight two rates of 
postage on every let ter exceeding one ounce and not exceeding two 
ounces in weight four ra tes of pos tage on every let ter exceeding two 
ounces and not exceeding three ounces in weight six rates of postage 
and on every le t ter exceeding three; ounces and not exceeding four 
ounces in weight eight ra tes of postage and for every ounce in weight 
above t h e weight of four ounces the re shall be charged anel taken two 
addi t ional ra tes of postage and every fraction of an ounce above the 
weight of four ounces shall he charged as one additional ounce-. 

5. A n d be it enacted That t h e following rates of postage shall 
he charged and paid on letters t r ansmi t t ed by post between places 
within t h e Colony t h a t is to say—On all le t ters not exceeding half an 
ounce in weight t r ansmi t t ed by post (not being le t ters posted in any 
post t o w n addressed to persons or places within such town) there shal l 
be charged and paid one uniform ra t e of two-pence wi thout reference 
to t h e n u m b e r of sheets or pieces of paper or enclosures of which 
the same may be comprised or to the distance or n u m b e r of miles the 
same shal l be conveyed and tha t on all such le t ters if exceeding half 
an ounce in weight t he r e shal l be charged and paid progressive and 
addi t ional ra tes of postage; (each addi t ional r a t e being es t imated at 
two-pence) according to t he scale of weight and n u m b e r of rates herein­
before fixed and declared. 

6. A n d be it enacted That on all le t ters no t exceeding half an 
ounce in weight when p u t into any Post Office for delivery at such 
Pos t Office or wi th in t he l imits of the city or town in which such 
Post Office is s i tuated the re shall be charged and paid an uniform ra te 
of one penny and on all such le t ters if exceeding half an ounce in 
weight the re shall be charged and paid addi t ional ra tes of postage 
according to t h e scale of weight and n u m b e r of rates hereinbefore 
determined es t imat ing and charg ing each addit ional rate a t one penny. 

7. A n d be it enacted Tha t on all sh ip le t ters the re shall be 
charged a n d paid in addit ion to the in land postage the rates following 
tha t is to s ay—On all le t ters not exceeding half an ounce in weight 
the re shall be charged and paid one uniform rate of three-pence and 
on all such let ters if exceeding half an ounce in weight there shall be 
charged and paid addit ional ra tes of postage according to the scale- of 
weight and n u m b e r of ra tes hereinbefore contained es t imat ing and 
charg ing each addi t ional ra te at three-pence. 

8. A n d be it enacted That the postage payable for let ters 
t r a n s m i t t e d by vessels beyond the' sea shall be paid by the sender on 
delivery of such le t ters a t the Post Office or other place appointed for 
t h e receipt of such le t te rs . 
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9. A n d be it enac ted Tha t t h e following ra tes of postage shal l 
be charged and paid on all banker s ' parcels p a t t e r n s of merchandise 
prices cu r r en t wr i t s or proceedings of Cour ts of Jus t i ce Legislat ive 
papers and periodical publ ica t ions (newspapers excepted) t h a t is to 
s ay—Packe t s or covers con ta in ing notes orders specie or pass books 
w i t h o u t any le t ter or wr i t i ng o ther t h a n the n a m e of t h e sender his 
place of abode and t h e n a m e and address of t he person to w h o m the 
packe t shall be sent p a t t e r n s or covers con ta in ing samples wi thou t any 
le t ter or wr i t i ng o ther t h a n t h e n a m e of t h e sender his place of abode 
the prices of the ar t icles conta ined the re in and t h e n a m e and address 
of the person to w h o m t h e packed shall be sent prices cur ren t and 
catalogues wi thou t any wr i t ing o ther t h a n t h e prices a n d the n a m e 
and address of t h e person to whom the packet shal l be sent packets or 
covers con ta in ing any wr i t or proceeding out of any Cour t of Jus t i ce 
or deed conveyance affidavit or le t te r of a t to rney wi thou t any le t ter or 
wr i t i ng o the r t h a n t h e n a m e of t h e sender a n d t h e n a m e and address 
of t h e person to w h o m t h e packet shall be sent and packets or covers 
con ta in ing pr in ted votes and proceedings of Par l i ament and Colonial 
Legis la tures or pamphle t s magaz ines reviews and other periodical 
publ ica t ions (newspapers excepted) w i thou t any o ther le t te r or wr i t i ng 
o the r t h a n the n a m e and address of t h e person to whom t h e packe t 
shall be sent for every such packe t no t exceeding four ounces in 
weight two-pence and for every addi t ional ounce 1 or fraction of a n 
ounce one halfpenny. 

10. A n d whereas it is desirable to facilitate the p re -payment of 
le t ters and packets sent by post Be it enacted Tha t it shall be lawful 
for t h e Pos tmas te r Genera l wi th t h e approval of H i s Excel lency t h e 
Governor to cause s tamps to be made and sold ind ica t ing t h e receipt 
of such sum or sums of money as may be directed in t h a t behalf by 
H i s Exce l lency t h e Governor . 

1 1 . A n d be it enacted Tha t if any person shal l f raudulen t ly 
forge or imi t a t e or assist in forging or imi t a t ing any s t amp made under 
t he au tho r i t y of th is Ac t or shall offer u t t e r or dispose of any forgery 
or imi ta t ion of any such s t amp with in ten t to defraud the Revenue 
or any person or body corporate or poli t ic he or she shall be gui l ty of 
felony and on convict ion shall be liable to impr i sonment with or 
wi thou t hard labor or to ha rd labor on the roads or o ther publ ic works 
of the said Colony for such t e r m not exceeding seven years as t he 
Cour t shall award. 

12. And be it enacted T h a t all le t ters or packets if enclosed in 
s tamped covers or hav ing a s t amp or s t amps affixed there to or im­
pressed the reon and all banke r s ' parcels pa t t e rns prices cu r ren t wr i t s 
or proceedings of Cour t s of Jus t i ce periodical publ ica t ions and Legis­
lative papers if enclosed in s tamped covers or hav ing a s t amp or s t amps 
affixed the re to or impressed the reon shall pass by t h e post free of 
pos tage t he s t amp or s t amps in every such case be ing affixed or 
appea r ing on the outside and being of t he value or a m o u n t of t h e ra tes 
of postage to which such le t te r or o ther packe t or packets would be 
l iable unde r this Act and provided tha t t h e s t amp shall no t have been 
used before. 

13. A n d be it enacted T h a t in all cases in which any hit ter 
parcel or packe t shall be posted in and addressed to places wi th in t h e 
said Colony having thereon or affixed the re to any Pos t Office s t amp 
or s t amps t h e value or a m o u n t of which shal l be less t h a n the r a t e of 
postage to which such le t ter parcel or packet would be liable under 
th i s Ac t if pre-paid the re shall be charged on such let ter parcel or 
packet (newspapers excepted) a postage of double t he a m o u n t of the 
difference between the va lue of such s t amp or s t amps and the postage 
to which such le t te r parcel or packet would be liable as aforesaid if 
pre-paid. 14. 



14. A n d be it enacted Tha t in all cases in which le t ters and 
packets posted in and addressed to places wi thin t he Colony shall be 
posted wi thou t t he postage being pre-paid c i ther by s t amp or o therwise 
t he r e shall be charged on such le t ters or packets newspapers excepted 
a pos tage of double the a m o u n t to which such le t ters or packets would 
otherwise be liable unde r th i s Act . 

15. A n d whereas le t ters and packets sent by the post a re charge­
able by law on being re-directed and again forwarded by t h e post wi th 
a new and dist inct r a t e of postage Be it enacted Tha t on every post 
let ter re-directed there shall be charged for t he postage of such let ter 
from t h e place at which the same shall be re-directed to t h e place of 
u l t imate delivery (in addit ion to all o ther ra tes of postage payable 
thereon) such a ra te of postage only as t he same would be liable to if 
pre-paid. 

16. And be it enacted Tha t Pe t i t ions and Addresses forwarded 
to H e r Majesty by the post shall be exempt from postage. 

17. A n d be it enacted Tha t Members of t he Executive and 
Legislative Councils may receive by the post Pe t i t ions and Addresses 
to H e r Majesty and H i s Excel lency the Governor and Pet i t ions 
addressed to either the Execu t ive or Legislat ive Council no t exceeding 
th i r ty - two ounces in weight exempt from postage Provided such 
Pe t i t ions and Addresses be sent wi thout covers or in covers open at 
the sides. 

18. A n d be it enacted Tha t the following classes of persons 
may bo th send and receive le t ters not exceeding half an ounce in 
weight by t he post on their own pr iva te concerns at a pos tage of one 
penny for each le t ter n a m e l y — E v e r y seaman employed in H e r Majesty 's 
Navy w h e t h e r at H o m e or abroad whi ls t such seaman shall be actual ly 
employed in H e r Majes ty ' s Service every serjeant corporal d r u m m e r 
t r u m p e t e r fifer and pr iva te soldier in H e r Majesty 's Regular Forces 
Mil i t ia Fencible Regiments Ar t i l le ry or Roya l Mar ines whether at 
Home or abroad whilst ac tual ly employed in H e r Majesty 's Service 
every serjeant corporal d r u m m e r t r u m p e t e r fifer and pr iva te soldier in 
t he service of t he East I n d i a Company whils t ac tual ly employed in the 
service of the Company b u t t he le t ters of commissioned officers or war­
ran t officers w h e t h e r in the A r m y or Navy or midsh ipmen or mas te r s ' 
ma tes of the Navy are not included in th is provision a n d wi th rospeet 
to le t ters sent by any such privileged persons the following condi t ions 
shall be observed t h a t is to say the pos tage of each le t ter unless 
sent from par t s beyond the seas as hereinaf ter ment ioned shall be paid 
on being put in to a Pos t Office and upon such let ter shall be super­
scribed t h e n a m e of t h e wri ter and his class or descript ion in the vessel 
reg iment corps or de tachment to which he shall be long and upon every 
such le t ter t he r e shall be wr i t t en in the handwr i t i ng of and signed by 
the officer hav ing a t the t ime the command of t he vessel or of the 
reg iment corps or de tachment to which the privileged person belongs 
t h e n a m e of such officer and the n a m e of such vessel or of such regi­
m e n t corps or de tachment and wi th respect to le t ters received by the 
post by any of t he said privileged persons t h e following condit ions 
shal l be observed the pos tage of each le t ter unless sent from par t s 
beyond the seas as hereinafter ment ioned shall be paid upon its be ing 
p u t in to a Pos t Office a n d i t shall be directed to t h e privi leged person 
specifying on the superscr ip t ion thereof t he vessel or the reg iment corps 
or de tachment to which he shall belong and whenever t he le t ters sent 
or received by any such privileged persons shall be sent from par t s 
beyond the seas wi thou t the said postage of one penny being pre-paid 
every such le t ter shall be charged to the pa r ty receiving the same wi th 
a ra te of two-pence and any let ters received by the post unde r th is 
enac tmen t by any such privileged persons which may have been 
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re-directed shall not be charged any postage on or in respect of such 
re-direction. 

19. A n d be it enacted Tha t p r in ted newspapers forwarded by 
post shall be liable to a pos tage of one penny for each newspaper 
whe ther such postage be pre-paid or otherwise Provided always t h a t 
a l t hough newspapers m a y be sent b y t he post and the reupon arc 
subject t o t he ra te of postage hereinbefore set forth it shall not be 
compulsory to send t h e m by post b u t t h e same may be sent in t he 
way most convenient to t he par t ies concerned. 

20. A n d be it enacted That wi th respect to every newspaper 
so forwarded by the post t he following condit ions shall be observed— 
First i t shal l be sent wi thout cover or in a cover open a t each end 
second the re shall be no word or communica t ion wr i t t en or pr in ted on 
t h e paper after its publicat ion or upon the cover thereof no r any 
wr i t ing upon the paper or cover of it except t h e n a m e and address of 
the person to whom sent th i rd the re shall be no paper or t h i n g 
enclosed in or w i th any such paper (other t h a n an open cover as afore­
said) four th the said newspaper shall be p u t into t h e Post Office at such 
hours of the day and under all such regula t ions as t h e Pos tmas te r 
Genera l shall appoin t fifth the postage on all newspapers in tended for 
parts beyond the Colony shall be pre-paid and every newspaper placed 
in any Pos t Office con t ra ry to the foregoing condit ions or in respect of 
which any one of t he said condit ions has not been complied wi th shall 
be detained or charged the same ra te of pos tage to which a le t ter of 
t he same weight would be liable. 

21 . A n d be it enacted That except in the eases here in specified 
all privileges whatsoever of sending le t te rs by the post free of pos tage 
or at a reduced ra t e of postage shall whol ly cease and determine. 

22. A n d be it enacted Tha t in all cases in which t h e postage of 
any le t ter shall not have been paid by t h e sender e i ther by s t amp or 
otherwise it shall be paid by the person to whom the le t ter is addressed 
on t h e delivery thereof to h i m b u t if the le t ter be refused or t he p a r t y 
to w h o m it is addressed shall be dead or cannot be found the wri ter or 
sender shall pay the postage and th is enac tmen t shall apply to every 
packet newspaper and t h i n g whatsoever chargeable wi th postage which 
shall be t r ansmi t t ed by t h e post. 

23. A n d be i t enacted That in case the Pos tmas te r Genera l 
shal l a t any t ime deem it expedient t h a t any post le t te rs should be 
registered by the Pos t Office t he Pos tmas te r Genera l m a y charge for 
each le t ter so regis tered such r a t e of pos tage in addi t ion to any o the r 
ra tes payable unde r th i s Act as t h e Governor w i t h t h e advice of t h e 
Execu t ive Council shall from t ime to t ime direct (but such regis t ra t ion 
shall no t render t he Pos tmas te r or t he Pos t Office Revenue in any m a n n e r 
l iable for t he loss of any such post le t ters or t he contents thereof) a n d 
all regis tered le t ters shall be delivered to t he Pos t Office and also be 
delivered by the Pos t Office at or between such hours in t h e day 
and unde r all such regula t ions in every respect as the Pos tmas t e r 
Genera l shall from t ime to t ime appoint and the Pos tmas te r Genera l 
may there in requi re such regis t ra t ion r a t e to be paid on t h e le t te r 
be ing p u t in to t h e Pos t Office. 

24. A n d be it enacted and declared T h a t in any suit or o ther 
proceeding for the recovery of any postage payable unde r or by v i r tue 
of th i s Ac t t he person from w h o m any le t ter in respect of which any 
postage shal l be sought to be recovered shall p u r p o r t to have come 
shall be deemed the sender thereof and the onus shall lie upon the 
p a r t y proceeded agains t to prove t h a t such le t t e r did no t come from 
and was no t sent by h im. 

25. A n d be it enacted Tha t in all proceedings whatsoever for 
the recovery of any postage t he Post Office t a x upon any le t ter shal l 
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in all cases be evidence of the l iabil i ty of such le t te r to be so taxed 
a n d t h a t the sum so taxed the reupon is payable as and for the postage 
thereof. 

26. A n d he i t enacted Tha t in case any Pos tmas te r shal l 
suspect and believe t h a t any le t te r or packet p u t in to his office or 
received by h im as such Pos tmas te r and purpor t ing to be a " banke r ' s 
p a r c e l " " p a t t e r n " " p r i c e c u r r e n t " " w r i t or proceeding of any 
Cour t of J u s t i c e " " p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n " " L e g i s l a t i v e p a p e r " 
or " n e w s p a p e r " doth not in fact contain solely and only t h a t 
which the same shall so purpor t to conta in as aforesaid or doth contain 
some paper note or other t h i n g or wri t ing which unde r th i s Ac t would 
subject such hi t ter or packet to postage it shall be lawful for such 
Pos tmas te r and he is hereby requi red to m a r k upon such let ter or 
packet t he a m o u n t of such postage and such a m o u n t shall be demanded 
and received accordingly Provided always t ha t in every such case of 
su rcha rge if i t shall at any t ime wi th in ten days nex t following the 
delivery of t he le t ter or packet be made to appear to t he satisfaction 
e i ther of t he Pos tmas te r by whom such le t ter or packet was so delivered 
or of the Pos tmas te r General t h a t t he same was not in fact liable to 
pos tage t hen the a m o u n t of t h e surcharge or excess of postage shall 
be; r e tu rned to t he par ty who shall have paid the; same and provided 
tha t if the person to w h o m the le t ter or packe t is delivered shall so 
require the Pos tmas te r by whom the same shal l be so delivered shall 
at the t ime of such delivery thereof examine not only t h e outs ide but 
the; contents of the said le t ter or packet in t h a t person 's presence and 
t hereupon demand and t ake t he postage lawfully due on every such 
let ter or packet according to the provisions of th i s Act . 

27. A n d be it enacted Tha t except in the case of unclaimed 
and undelivered let ters no let ter or packet whatever shall under any 
c i rcumstances be re tu rned to the wr i te r or sender thereof w i thou t t h e 
express consent of the person to whom the same is directed nor unless 
by v i r tue of an express w a r r a n t in wr i t ing unde r the hand of the 
Governor shall any letter or packet be sent or delivered otherwise t h a n 
according to the direction of the same. 

28. A n d be it enacted T h a t it shall be lawful for the; Post­
mas te r Genera l and any officer of the Post Office to deta in any le t ters 
or packets which shall be posted or sent by t h e post con t ra ry to the; 
regula t ions of th i s Act and to open such le t ters or packets and ei ther 
to r e t u r n t h e m to t h e senders thereof or to forward t h e m to t h e places 
of the i r des t inat ion charged in such case wi th t he postage to which 
the same are l iable. 

29. A n d be i t enacted That it shall be lawful for the; Post­
mas te r Genera l for the t ime being under such ins t ruc t ions as shal l be 
from time; to t ime in t h a t behalf given to h i m by the Governor to enter 
into any cont rac t or cont rac ts in wr i t ing from t ime to t ime in his own 
name on behalf of t he Governmen t for or in respect of t he carr iage or 
conveyance of t h e several mai ls t h r o u g h o u t th i s Colony or any or 
e i ther of t h e m and to sue and be sued upon such cont rac ts accordingly 
a n d if any person hav ing entered into any such contract shall du r ing 
the continuance; thereof unlawful ly refuse or neglect to perform t h e 
same or shall in any m a n n e r omit to comply wi th any s t ipula t ion or 
provisiem therein he or she shall forfeit and pay a pena l ty or sum of 
no t less than live pounds nor more t h a n fifty pounds over and above; 
t h e pena l ty recoverable upon such default by v i r tue of any bond in to 
which such person or his or her surety or suret ies may have entered 
for t h e due performance of t he contract . 

30. A n d be it enacted Tha t all mai ls bags boxes or packe ts of 
le t te rs or newspapers and also al l loose le t ters and newspapers which 
at t he t ime of t he a r r iva l of any ship or vessel wi th in t he l imits of any 
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por t or h a r b o u r in the said Colony shal l be on board of such ship or 
vessel directed to any person or persons wi th in th is Colony or i ts 
Dependencies shall be delivered on demand to any Pos tmas te r or Por t 
Officer of such por t or h a r b o u r or to any person duly act ing for such 
Postmaster or Po r t Officer except ing a lways le t ters concerning goods 
on board such ship or vessel a n d to be delivered wi th such goods and 
le t ters conta in ing any conveyance or o ther deed commission wri t or 
affidavit and le t ters sent by way of in t roduct ion only or concerning 
the bearer ' s p r iva te affairs and any mas te r passenger or other person 
on board of such ship or vessel who shall knowingly or negl igent ly 
de ta in on board of such ship or vessel or keep in his or he r pos­
session a n y mai l bag mai l box packet of le t ters le t ter or newspaper 
(except as aforesaid) after such demand made as aforesaid shall forfeit 
and pay for every le t te r or newspaper so detained or kept a penal ty or 
sum n o t exceeding five pounds . 

i 3 1 . A n d be it enacted Tha t all mai ls bags boxes or packets or 
le t ters or newspapers which are conveyed or required by law to be 
conveyed by post from one p a r t of the Colony to t he other and which 
a t t he t i m e of t h e ar r iva l of any s team boat or other vessel wi th in the 
l imi ts of any such por t post t own or o ther place s i tuated as aforesaid 
shall be on board such s team boat or o ther vessel shall he delivered on 
demand to any P o r t Officer or Pos tmas te r of such por t post town or 
o the r place s i tua ted as aforesaid or t o any person duly author ized to 
act for t h e m or e i ther of t h e m and any mas te r commander or o ther 
person be longing to any such s team boat or o ther vessel hav ing charge 
of such mai ls who shall refuse or neglect t o deliver t h e same on demand 
as aforesaid or shall de ta in or permi t t h e detent ion of t he same on 
board such s team boat or o ther vessel or shall not use due diligence in 
t he delivery thereof as well as for t h e secure and dry custody of t h e 
same while they shal l be in his charge shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offence a penal ty or s u m no t exceeding fifty pounds . 

32. A n d be it enacted Tha t every mas te r or other person in 
charge of any such ship or vessel a r r iv ing from par t s beyond the said 
Colony shal l be ent i t led at any t ime after the expira t ion of twenty-four 
hours n e x t after t he arr ival of such ship or vessel to receive from the 
nearest Pos tmas te r (who is hereby requi red to pay such mas te r or 
person) t h e sum of one penny for every le t ter or packet newspapers 
excepted so delivered on demand as aforesaid or delivered voluntar i ly 
to any Pos tmas te r or Po r t Officer or a t any Post Office except ing only 
mai l bags and packages received according to law from the Genera l 
Pos t Office in E n g l a n d and every such mas te r or person shall give a 
receipt for t he money so received which receipt shall be to t h e Pos t ­
mas te r ob ta in ing such le t ters or packe ts a sufficient voucher and the 
same shal l be al lowed h im in his account accordingly. 

3 3 . A n d be it enacted Tha t if any mas t e r or person having t h e 
command of any ship or vessel about to depar t from t ins Colony shal l 
(after be ing there to required by any such Pos tmas te r or Por t Officer) 
refuse or wilfully neglect to receive on board such ship or vessel any 
mai l or b a g or box of le t ters or shall refuse or neglect carefully to 
deposit such mai l or bag or box in some secure and dry place on board 
of such ship or vessel or to convey the same upon he r t h e n in tended 
voyage such mas te r or person shall for every such offence forfeit a n d 
pay a pena l ty or s u m no t exceeding one hund red pounds Provided 
a lways t h a t overy such mas te r or person in command or who shall 
receive on board any such mail or bag or box (for the purpose of con­
veying the same according to t he direction thereof) shal l be ent i t led 
immedia te ly to demand and receive from such Pos tmas te r or Po r t 
Officer for t he carr iage thereof one penny for every le t ter or packet 
contained therein newspapers excepted such mas te r or person giving a 
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receipt for t he a m o u n t so received by him which receipt shall be a 
sufficient voucher for such payment and the same shall be allowed 
such Pos tmas t e r or P o r t Officer in his account accordingly. 

34. A n d be it enacted Tha t if any mas t e r commander or o ther 
person h a v i n g the charge of any s team boat or of her vessel proceed­
ing or about to proceed from any port or place within t he Colony to 
some o ther p o r t or place wi th in the same shall refuse or neglect to 
receive any such Pos t Office mail on board such steam boat or o ther 
vessel or to give a receipt for t h e same being there to required he shall 
forfeit, and pay a penal ty or sum not exceeding fifty pounds . 

35. A n d be it enacted Thai the mas te r commander or o ther 
person hav ing the charge of any such s team boat or o ther vessel shall 
give t imely notice of t he near approach thereof to any such port post 
t o w n or o ther place s i tua ted as aforesaid ei ther by the r ing ing of a 
bell or by such o ther concerted signal as may reasonably be expected 
to be dist inct ly heard or seen by such Postmaster or other person a 
sufficient t ime before t h e ac tua l arr ival of such steam boat or o ther 
vessel to enable h im to be prepared to receive or dispatch any mail on 
board such s team boat or o ther vessel and if any such mas te r com­
mande r or o the r person as aforesaid shall refuse fail or neglect to give 
such not ice he shal l for every such offence forfeit and pay a penal ty 
or sum not exceeding fifty pounds . 

36. A n d be it enacted Tha t for the conveyance of any mails 
from one por t post town or o ther place to any other such por t post 
town or o ther place wi th in t he said Colony the mas te r or commander 
or any o ther person hav ing the charge of any such s team boat or 
o ther vessel shall be enti t led to demand and receive at t he ra te of one 
halfpenny for every le t ter or packet chargeable wi th postage contained 
in such mai l a n d such paymen t s shall be made a t such place and t ime 
and under such regula t ions as the Postmaster General shall appoint 
and every such master commander or o ther person as aforesaid shall 
give a receipt for the amoun t so received by h im which receipt shall be 
to t h e Pos tmas t e r Genera l or to any Pos tmas te r or other person as 
aforesaid m a k i n g such payment a full and valid discharge for the same 
and the said Pos tmas te r General and every such Pos tmas te r and other 
person in pass ing his accounts shall receive credi t for every such sum 
or sums which shall be there in ment ioned accordingly Provided tha t 
such master or o ther person having the charge of any such s team boat 
or o ther vessel shall no t be ent i t led to demand or receive any such 
payment in respect of any newspaper or newspapers placed on board 
such vessel by t h e Pos tmas te r General or other person duly author ized 
in t h a t behalf. 

37. A n d be it enacted Tha t if any P o r t Officer Postmaster or 
other person duly r au thor ized to receive or d ispatch any such mai ls as 
aforesaid shall neglect or fail to deliver or shall r e ta rd t h e delivery of 
any bag box mai l le t ter packet or newspaper he shall for every such 
offence forfeit and pay a pena l ty or sum not exceeding fifty pounds . 

38. A n d be it enacted That after t he commencement of th i s 
Ac t no let ter or packet; chargeable wi th pos tage (except newspapers 
as aforesaid) shall be carr ied for h i re or reward otherwise t h a n by 
post and if any such le t ter or packet shall be so carr ied or conveyed 
or be sent or taken charge of for the purpose of being so carr ied or 
conveyed by any person (not being a person employed in t he Post 
Office or in t h e conveyance of post letters) t h e person so sending or 
conveying such let ter or packet or t a k i n g charge of t he same for such 
carr iage or conveyance shall for every such let ter or packet forfeit and 
pay a penal ty or sum not exceeding twenty pounds and every such 
let ter and packet sent or carried or taken charge of to be carried 
otherwise t h a n by post shall be deemed in any prosecut ion for this 
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offence to have been for h i re or reward unless t he cont ra ry shall be 
shewn by t h e defendant . 

39. Provided always and be i t enacted Tha t n o t h i n g in the last 
preceding clause contained shal l ex tend to any le t ter or packet exceed­
ing s ixteen ounces in weight nor to any le t ter or packe t concerning 
goods sent w i th such goods and to be delivered therewi th or conta in ing 
any wr i t or proceeding out of any Cour t of Jus t i ce or deed conveyance 
affidavit or le t te r of a t torney nor to any le t t e r or packe t sent by any 
person concerning his or her p r iva te affairs by any special messenger 
nor to any le t te r or packet bond fide sent or carried to or from the 
neares t Pos t Office. 

40. A n d be it enacted That any Pos tmas te r or o ther officer 
be long ing to t h e Pos t Office or any person employed by or unde r a 
Pos tmas te r or in t he receiving sor t ing ca r ry ing conveying or del ivering 
of post le t te rs or otherwise in t he business of t h e Post Office who shall 
offend against or wilfully neglect or omit to comply wi th any of t h e 
ru les and regula t ions so from t ime to t ime to be made as aforesaid or 
any of t h e provisions of th i s Ac t shall for every such offence neglect 
or omission forfeit and pay a pena l ty or s u m not exceeding fifty 
pounds . 

4 1 . A n d be it enacted Tha t if the dr iver of any mail coach or 
o the r carr iage used for t he conveyance of the mai l or t h e guard or any 
person in charge of a mai l w h e t h e r conveyed by any such carr iage or 
on horseback or foot shall loiter on t he road or wilfully mispend or lose 
t ime so as to r e t a r d t he arr ival of t h e mai l a t its proper des t inat ion or 
shall no t in all possible cases convey such ma i l a t t he speed of such a 
n u m b e r of miies an h o u r as are fixed by the Pos tmas te r General for 
t h e conveyance thereof unless t he c i rcumstances of t he wea ther or t he 
badness of t h e roads or t he occurrence of any accident shall prevent 
t he same then and in every such case t he driver or guard or person in 
charge (as t he case m a y be) so offending a n d be ing convicted thereof 
by his own confession on view of a Ju s t i ce or t he oath or oaths of one 
or more credible wi tness or witnesses shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding five pounds for every such offence. 

42. A n d whereas post le t ters a re sometimes by mis take de­
livered to the wrong person and post le t te rs and post le t ter bags are 
lost in t he course of conveyance or delivery thereof and are detained 
by the finders in expec ta t ion of gain or reward Be it therefore enacted 
Tha t every person who shall f raudulent ly re ta in or shall wilfully 
secrete or keep or detain or be ing requi red to deliver u p by an officer 
of t he Pos t Office shall neglect or refuse to deliver u p a post le t ter 
which ough t to have been delivered to any o ther person or a post 
le t ter bag or post l e t t e r which shal l have been sent whe the r t h e same 
shall have been found by the person secre t ing keeping or de ta in ing 
or neg lec t ing or refusing to deliver u p t h e same or by any o ther per­
son shall be gui l ty of a misdemeanor and being convicted thereof shall 
be l iable to be pun i shed by fine and imprisonment . 

4 3 . A n d to p reven t obs t ruc t ions opposite t he Genera l Post 
j Office Be it enac ted Tha t no hackney carr iage shall s tand or ply for 
i h i re opposite t h e Genera l Pos t Office or any par t thereof respectively 

and t h a t every driver or any person hav ing the m a n a g e m e n t of any 
hackney carr iage who shall pe rmi t t h e same to s tand or ply for hire 
opposite t h e said Pos t Office shall forfeit for every such offence five 
pounds and for t h e purposes -of th is provision every carr iage wi th two 
or more wheels wha tever m a y b e t h e form or cons t ruc t ion of such carr iage 
or t he n u m b e r of persons which the same shall be calculated to convey 
or the n u m b e r of horses by which t h e same shal l be drawn shall be a 
hackney carr iage wi th in t he m e a n i n g of th i s A c t and in all p ro­
ceedings at law or otherwise a n d upon all occasions whatsoever it 
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shal l be sufficient to describe it by t he t e r m hackney carr iage and 
every hawker newsvender or idle or disorderly person who shall stop 
or loi ter on t h e flagway or pavement opposite t he Genera l Pos t Office 
or any p a r t thereof respectively shall forfeit for every such offence five 
pounds . 

44. A n d be it enacted Tha t if any person whe the r employed in 
t h e Pos t Office or otherwise shall f raudulent ly t ake from the possession 
of any Pos tmas te r or person employed to convey post le t ters or from 
out of any Post Office or place appointed for t he receipt or delivery of 
post le t te rs any le t ter or packe t or mai l of le t ters or any m a t t e r or 
t h i n g enclosed in any such le t te r packet or mai l (sent or to be sent by 
such post) or shall f raudulent ly t ake any le t ter or packet or any m a t t e r 
or t h i n g enclosed therein out of such bag or mai l every such person so 
offending shall be deemed gui l ty of felony and on convict ion thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned wi th or wi thou t ha rd labor or if a 
male to be worked on t h e roads or o ther publ ic works of t he Colony 
for such t e r m not exceeding fourteen years as t h e Cour t shall award. 

45 . A n d for the more effectual prosecut ion of offences commit ted 
agains t t he Post Office Be i t enacted Tha t in any ind ic tment or in­
formation for any offence commit ted upon or in respect of any proper ty 
which may be laid in or s ta ted to belong to t he Pos tmas te r General it 
shall be sufficient to s tate any such proper ty to belong to and to lay it 
in t he Pos tmas te r Genera l of t h e said Colony and it shall no t be 
necessary to specify t he n a m e or addit ion of any such Pos tmas te r 
Genera l and t h a t whenever in any ind ic tment or information for any 
offence commit ted against th is or any other Ac t re la t ing to the Post 
Office it shall be necessary to men t ion for any purpose whatever the 
said Pos tmas te r General i t shall be sufficient to describe such Post­
mas te r General as the Pos tmas te r Genera l of the said Colony wi thout 
any fur ther or other n a m e addit ion or descript ion whatsoever. 

46 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t all offences against th i s Ac t or 
agains t any or ei ther of the ru les and regula t ions so to be made under 
th i s Act as aforesaid in respect of which said offences any pecuniary 
fine or pena l ty is by th is Act imposed (where no other provision for 
t h e recovery thereof is in t h a t behalf made) shall be hea rd and deter­
mined and such fines and penalt ies be awarded and imposed in a 
s u m m a r y way by and before any two Jus t i ces of t he Peace upon 
compla in t in t h a t behalf made and all fines and penal t ies so awarded 
and imposed shall go and be d is t r ibuted and all persons aggrieved by 
any s u m m a r y conviction u n d e r th i s Act shall be ent i t led to appeal 
therefrom in t h e m a n n e r provided respectively by t h e Ac t of t h e said 
Governor and Council passed in t he fifth year of t h e re ign of H i s la te 
Majesty K i n g W i l l i a m the F o u r t h in t i tu led " An Act to regulate 
summary proceedings before Justices of the Peace" Provided however 
t h a t no formal informat ion shall be necessary b u t t h a t on due service 
of a summons all subsequent proceedings shall be and be held to be 
as valid and effectual as if a formal information were filed Provided 
fur ther tha t in every such summons the general n a t u r e of t he complaint 
shal l be succinctly s ta ted and t h a t all such proceedings shall be t aken 
in the n a m e of H e r Majesty 's A t to rney Genera l or of t he Pos tmas te r 
Genera l or of some other officer employed in t he Post Office Depar t ­
m e n t of the said Colony. 

47. A n d be it enacted That if any action or suit shall be 
commenced against any person or persons for any th ing done in 
pu r suance of th is Act t he same shall be commenced wi th in twelve; 
m o n t h s after the fact commit ted and not afterwards and the 
defendant or defendants in such action shall and may plead the 
general issue and give th is Act and the special m a t t e r in evidence; 
anel t ha t t he same was done in pur suance and by the au thor i ty of th i s 
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Act and if it shall appear so to be done or t ha t such act ion or sui t 
shall be commenced after the t ime before l imited for b r ing ing t h e 
same the j u r y shal l find for t he defendant or defendants and upon a 
verdict for t h e defendant or if t he plaintiff or plaintiffs shall be 
nonsu i ted or d iscont inue his he r or the i r act ion or sui t after t he 
defendant or defendants shall have appeared or if upon demurre r 
j u d g m e n t shall be given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs the defendant 
or defendants shall and m a y recover t reb le costs and have t he l ike 
remedy for t he same as any defendant or defendants h a t h or have by 
law in any other cases. 

48. A n d be i t enacted That the moneys to arise by and from 
t h e several ra tes and duties as aforesaid and also all sums of money 
imposed and levied by way of pena l ty unde r t he provisions of this 
Ac t (except such pa r t thereof as may be payable to the pa r ty suing 
or informing in respect thereof) shall respectively be paid to H e r 
Majesty H e r He i r s and Successors for t h e publ ic uses of t he said 
Colony and in suppor t of t h e Government thereof and shall be applied 
the re to in such m a n n e r as shall be directed by any A c t to be passed 
by the Governor and Legis la t ive Council of t he said Colony. 

49. Provided always and it is hereby declared and enacted 
Tha t n o t h i n g in th i s Ac t conta ined shall be cons t rued to abr idge or 
interfere wi th t he powers vested respectively in t he Pos tmas te r General 
in E n g l a n d and t h e Commissioners of H e r Majesty 's Treasury or any 
th ree of t h e m by a cer ta in Act of t he I m p e r i a l Pa r l i amen t of Great 
Br i t a in and I r e l a n d passed in t h e seventh and eighth years of Her 
Majesty 's re ign in t i tu led " An Act for the better regulation of Colonial 
Posts." 


