
No. XVII. 
An Act to alter and amend the Law respecting 

the competency of the jurisdiction of Magis
t rates in certain cases within the City of 
Sydney and Town of Melbourne respectively. 
[20th December, 1843.] 

WH E R E A S b y a cer ta in A c t of t h e Governor and Legis la t ive 
Counci l of N e w South Wales passed in t h e s ix th year of t h e 

r e ign of H e r Majesty Queen Victor ia in t i tu led " An Act to remove 
" doubts in respect to the exercise of certain powers by the Councils of 
" the City of Sydney and Town of Melbourne and to declare the com-
" petency of Witnesses and the jurisdiction of Magistrates in certain 
" cases within the same" i t was amongs t o ther t h ings enac ted t h a t 
from and after t h e pass ing of the said recited A c t i t should be lawful 
for every person assigned to keep t h e peace wi th in the Colony of N e w 
Sou th W a l e s d u r i n g t h e cont inuance of such ass ignment to act as a 
J u s t i c e of t h e Peace at any Cour t of Gaol Del ivery or Q u a r t e r Sessions 
to be ho lden in and for t h e City of Sydney a n d Town of Me lbou rne 
respectively and whereas i t is expedient to a l te r a n d a m e n d t h e said 
A c t a n d to repeal such por t ion thereof as is hereinaf ter men t ioned 
Be i t enacted Tha t so m u c h of t h e said rec i ted A c t as re la tes to em
power ing Jus t i ces of t h e Peace for t h e Colony of N e w Sou th W a l e s 
to act a t any Cour t of Gaol Del ivery or Q u a r t e r Sessions to be holden in 
and for t he City of Sydney or Town of Me lbou rne respectively be a n d 
t h e same is he reby repealed. 

2. A n d be i t enacted T h a t from and after t h e pass ing of th i s 
A c t i t shal l be lawful for every person assigned to keep t h e peace in 
t h e Colony of N e w South W a l e s du r ing t h e con t inuance of such assign
m e n t to act as a Jus t i ce of t he Peace a t any Cour t of Gaol Del ivery or 
Q u a r t e r Sessions to be holden a t Sydney or Me lbourne respectively 
a n y t h i n g conta ined or supposed to be conta ined in t h e said reci ted or 
any other A c t to t he con t ra ry no twi ths t and ing . 

3 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t a t such Cour ts of Gaol Del ivery or 
Q u a r t e r Sessions it shal l be lawful no t only for Jus t i ces of t he Peace 
of t he said Colony b u t also for Jus t i ces of t h e Peace for t h e said City 
of Sydney and Town of Me lbourne respectively to sit and act in all 
cases which may be sent for t r ia l or de te rmina t ion to t h e said Cour t s 
of Gaol Del ivery or Q u a r t e r Sessions whe the r such case shal l have 
ar isen wi th in or w i t h o u t t he l imits of t h e said city or t o w n Prov ided 
t h a t n o t h i n g here in conta ined shall be cons t rued to empower a n y 
J u s t i c e of t h e Peace for t h e City of Sydney to ac t a t a n y Cour t of 
Qua r t e r Sessions or Gaol Del ivery to be holden a t Me lbourne no r to 
empower any Jus t i ce of t h e Peace for t h e Town of Me lbou rne to act 
a t any Cour t of Q u a r t e r Sessions or Gaol Del ivery to be holden a t 
Sydney unless such Jus t i ce shall be also a Ju s t i ce of t h e Peace for 
t he said Colony. 

4. A n d be i t enacted T h a t n o s i t t ings of Cour t s of Gaol Del ivery 
or Q u a r t e r Sessions which have been held a t Sydney or Me lbourne 
since t h e pass ing of t he respect ive A c t s for incorpora t ing t h e said 
City of Sydney a n d Town of Me lbou rne or which m a y be holden a t 
a n y t i m e previous to t h e first day of J a n u a r y nex t a t Sydney or 
Me lbou rne shal l be deemed to be inval id by reason of any defect of 
jur i sd ic t ion in any of t he Jus t i ce s pres id ing therea t . 

5. 



5. A n d be i t enacted Tha t all such dut ies as are requi red by 
an A c t passed in t h e four th year of t h e re ign of H i s la te Majesty K i n g 
W i l l i a m t h e F o u r t h in t i tu led " An Act to continue for a limited time 
" an Act of the Governor and Council of New South Wales intituled 
" ' An Act for regulating the constitution of Juries and for the Trial of 
" ' Issues in certain cases in the Supreme Court of New South Wales 
" ' and to make further provision for Trial by Jury in Criminal Cases 
" 1 in the said Colony' " to be performed by a n y J u s t i c e or Jus t i ces in 
r ega rd to t h e ru les regu la t ions provisions and penal t ies made and 
provided by the said last reci ted Ac t w i th respect to ju r i e s shall and 
m a y a n d t h e same are hereby requi red to be performed by any Jus t i ce 
or Jus t i ces whether such Jus t ices shall be Jus t ices for t h e Colony of 
N e w South Wales or for t h e Ci ty of Sydney only. 

6. A n d whereas doubts have arisen as to t he jur i sd ic t ion of 
cer ta in Jus t i ces in Sydney and M e l b o u r n e in r ega rd to t h e rules and 
regula t ions enacted for t he format ion of ju r i es and i t is expedient to 
remove such doubts Be it enac ted T h a t t h e several duties as directed 
by a n A c t passed in t h e four th year of t h e re ign of H e r present 
Majesty in t i tu led " An Act to provide for the Trial by Jury in Civil 
" and Criminal Cases in the Circuit and other Courts to be holden 
" within the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies" to be 
performed by t h e Jus t ices in t h e Dependency of P o r t Ph i l l ip in r ega rd 
to t h e ru les provisions penal t ies a n d regu la t ions made and provided 
w i t h respect t o ju r ies shall and m a y and are he reby requi red to be 
performed in t h e Dependency of P o r t Phi l l ip b y any Jus t i ce of the 
Peace whe the r such Jus t ice shal l be a Ju s t i ce for t he Colony of New 
Sou th W a l e s or for t h e Town of Melbourne only. 

7. A n d be i t enacted Tha t th i s A c t shal l commence and t ake 
effect from and after t h e thir ty-f irs t day of December nex t and not 
before. 


