
No. XXI. 
An Act for bet ter regulat ing and preserving 

Parish and other Registers of Births Baptisms 
Marriages and Burials in New South Wales 
and its Dependencies including Van Diemen's 
Land. [1st November, 1825.] 

BE i t enacted by H i s Excel lency the Governor of N e w Sou th 
W a l e s wi th t h e advice of t h e Council T h a t from a n d after t h e 

first day of J a n u a r y one t h o u s a n d eight h u n d r e d and twenty-s ix 
Regis te r s of publ ic a n d pr iva te Bap t i sms Marr iages and Bur ia l s 
solemnized in t h e said Colony or any of i ts Dependencies according to 
t h e r igh t s of t h e Church of E n g l a n d or as hereinafter ment ioned shal l 
be kep t by t h e officiating Min i s te r of every Pa r i sh respectively to be 
hereafter established the re in in books of p a r c h m e n t or of durab le 
paper to be provided by t h e said Par i shes respectively whereon shal l 
be p r in t ed on each side of every leaf t he heads of information here in 
requi red to be entered in t he Regis te rs of Bap t i sms Mar r iages a n d 
Bur ia l s respectively every en t ry be ing numbered progressively from 
t h e beg inn ing to t h e end of each book a n d being divided from the; 
nex t en t ry by a p r in t ed l ine according to t he F o r m s A hereun to 
annexed and every page be ing numbered progressively a t t h e middle 
of t he top . 

2. 



2. A n d be it fur ther enacted Tha t whenever t h e ceremony of 
Bap t i sm Mar r i age or Bur ia l is performed in any other place t h a n the 
Church or t h e Church-yard of a Pa r i sh providing i ts own dist inct 
Regis te r s by any other Minis ter t h a n t h e officiating Minis te r thereof 
t h e Minis te r performing t h e same shal l on t h a t or t h e nex t day t r ans ­
m i t to such officiating Minis ter a Certificate of such Bap t i sm Mar r i age 
or Bur ia l who shall the reupon enter t h e same in such book add ing to 
such en t ry " according to t he Certificate of t h e Rev . A . B . t r ansmi t t ed 
to me on t h e day of &c ." 

3 . A n d be it enacted Tha t the above Books of En t r i e s and all 
Regis ter Books heretofore in use shal l belong to every such Pa r i sh 
and shal l be safely kep t by t h e officiating Minis ter thereof in a dry 
well-painted i ron chest provided and repaired a t t h e expense of t h e 
said Par ishes respectively and which shall be constant ly kep t locked 
in some dry and safe place in his house or in t h e Church and shal l no t 
be removed therefrom except for m a k i n g the above entr ies and inspec­
t ion of persons desirous to search t h e same or to obta in copies thereof 
or to be produced as evidence in some Cour t or for inspection in to 
the i r s ta te or for t he purposes of th i s A c t and immedia te ly after shall 
be for thwith r e tu rned in to t h e i ron chest. 

4. A n d be i t further enacted Tha t before t he expira t ion of one 
m o n t h after every year ' s end fair copies of al l t h e entr ies of Bapt i sms 
Marr iages and Bur ia l s solemnized in t he year preceding shal l be made 
by the officiating Minis ter or unde r his direct ion on p a r c h m e n t or 
durable paper to be provided by t h e said Par i shes respectively of t he 
same size and dimensions and according to t he same p lan as the 
original Regis ter and the contents thereof shall be verified by such 
Minis te r in t h e form following— 

" I A . B . officiating Minis te r of the Par i sh of C in the County 
" of E do hereby solemnly declare t h a t t h e several wr i t ings hereto 
" annexed p u r p o r t i n g to be copies of t h e several entr ies conta ined in 
" t he several Regis ter Books of Bap t i sms Marr iages and Bur ia l s of 
" t h e Pa r i sh aforesaid from t h e first day of J a n u a r y to t h e th i r ty -
" first day of December bo th inclusive arc t r u e copies of all the 
" several entr ies in t h e said several Regis te r Books respectively from 
" t h e said first day of J a n u a r y to t he said thir ty-first day of December 
" inclusive and t h a t no o ther en t ry du r ing such period is contained 
" in any such books respectively and t h a t these copies are t r u l y made 
" according to t h e best of my knowledge and belief. 

" (Signed) A. B . Minis te r of t h e Pa r i sh of 
W h i c h shall be fairly wr i t t en on t h e said copy immedia te ly after the 
last en t ry there in and the s igna ture there to shall be a t tes ted by a 
Mag i s t r a t e or Churchwardens if any or by two of t h e pr inc ipa l 
i nhab i t an t s of t he said Par i shes respectively. 

5. A n d be i t fur ther enacted Tha t t he said copies of such Regis ter 
Books verified and a t tes ted as above shall be t r ansmi t t ed to t he 
Reg i s t r a r of t h e Archdeacon ' s Cour t in t he said Colony on or before 
t h e thir ty-f irs t day of J a n u a r y in each year. 

6. A n d be i t fur ther enacted Tha t as often as copies of such 
Regis te rs and Lis ts a re t r ansmi t t ed to t h e Reg i s t r a r aforesaid they 
shall be safely kep t from damage and be so a r ranged as to be resorted 
to when requ i red and one general a lphabet ical list shall be made in 
books of t h e names of all persons and places there in which wi th t he 
above copies and the said parochial registr ies shall be open to t h e 
publ ic search a t reasonable t imes on paymen t of t h e fee of One 
Shi l l ing for each n a m e searched for by t he pa r ty or par t ies searching 
s t a t ing a t t he t ime of search t he n a m e or names of t h e person or 
persons sought for and a copy of any en t ry in the said Regis ters shall 
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be given to any person pay ing a fee of Two Shil l ings and Sixpence 
for t h e same to t he Reg i s t ra r . 

7. A n d be i t fur ther enacted T h a t every person who shal l know­
ing ly a n d wil l ingly inser t or cause or pe rmi t t o be inser ted in any 
such Regis te r of such Bap t i sm Bur i a l or Mar r i age or in such Certifi­
ca te as aforesaid or any such copy or in any l ist or declarat ion ordered 
to be t r a n s m i t t e d to such Reg i s t r a r any false en t ry of any t h i n g 
re la t ing to any Bap t i sm Bur i a l or Mar r i age or who shall falsely m a k e 
u t t e r forge or counterfeit or cause procure or wilfully pe rmi t t o be 
falsely m a d e a l tered forged or counterfei ted any p a r t of such Regis te r 
l is t or declarat ion or copy of such Reg i s t e r or who shall wilfully 
destroy deface or in jure or cause to be wilfully destroyed defaced or 
injured a n y such Regis te r or p a r t thereof or shall wilfully sign or 
certify any copy of any such Regis te r requi red to be t r ansmi t t ed as 
aforesaid which is false in any p a r t thereof knowing i t t o be false 
shal l be deemed gui l ty of felony and be t ranspor ted for fourteen 
years . 

8. A n d be it fur ther enacted T h a t a Certificate of every Bap t i sm 
Mar r i age and Bur i a l lawfully performed or solemnized w i th in t h e said 
Colony or i ts Dependencies shal l (in case t h e same shal l no t have 
been solemnized or performed by t h e established Minis te r of t h e 
Pa r i sh where in t h e same shal l have been solemnized or performed) be 
t r a n s m i t t e d wi th in one week from a n d after such solemnizat ion to 
such established Min i s te r and such Certificate shal l be signed and 
entered by such Minis te r in l ike m a n n e r as if t h e same had been by 
h i m so solemnized or performed. 

9. A n d be i t fur ther enacted T h a t t he r e shal l be paid by t h e 
person solemnizing or per forming such Bap t i sm Mar r i age or Bur i a l 
as las t aforesaid to t h e parochia l Min i s te r for en te r ing t he aforesaid 
Certificate of t he said las t -ment ioned Bap t i sms Marr iages or Bur ia l s 
a fee of One Shi l l ing for every such Certificate as aforesaid. 

10. A n d be i t fur ther enacted T h a t from a n d after t h e first of 
J a n u a r y one t housand e ight h u n d r e d a n d twenty-s ix no B u r i a l shall 
t ake place wi th in t h e walls of any Church or Chapel of any denomina­
t ion whatsoever no r w i th in the l imi ts of any town otherwise t h a n in 
any B u r i a l G r o u n d which m a y be set apa r t for such purposes and 
which B u r i a l Ground m u s t be d is tan t one mi le a t t h e least from any 
town or township . 

1 1 . A n d be i t fur ther enacted Tha t th i s Ac t do t ake effect from 
and after t h e first day of J a n u a r y n e x t ensu ing and t h a t each parochia l 
Min i s te r be in t h e m e a n t i m e provided wi th t h e forms of Regis ters 
aforesaid by the Governmen t P r in t e r . 

12. A n d be i t fur ther enacted Tha t any Minis te r or o ther person 
ment ioned in th i s Ac t no t complying w i t h t h e enac tmen t s here in 
made and for which specific penal t ies have not been imposed shall be 
subject t o a pena l ty of no t less t h a n F o u r Spanish Dol lars and no t 
exceeding Twenty Spanish Dol la rs and t h a t all fines which shall be 
paid or levied by v i r tue of th i s A c t shall be paid appropr ia ted and 
accounted for in t he same m a n n e r as in and by a cer ta in Ac t of t he 
Governor in Counci l in t i tu led " An Act to prevent the harbouring of 
" Runaway Convicts and the encouraging of Convicts tippling or 
" gambling" is directed and prescribed. 
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B A P T I S M S solemnized in the Par i sh of in t h e County of 

in the Y e a r 18 

When 
Baptized. 

When 
Born. 

Child's 
Christian 

Name. 

Parents' Name. 
Abode. 

Quality 
or 

Profession. 

By whom 
the 

Ceremony was 
performed. 

When 
Baptized. 

When 
Born. 

Child's 
Christian 

Name. Christian. Surname. 
Abode. 

Quality 
or 

Profession. 

By whom 
the 

Ceremony was 
performed. 

(No. 1.) 

(No. 2.) 
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M A R R I A G E S so lemnized in the Par i sh of in the County of 

i n the Y e a r 18 

( N o . 1.) of th P a r i s h and of th Par i sh 
were married in t h i s b y w i t h consent of 
t h i s day of in the Y e a r 18 b y m e Chaplain. 

T h i s Marriage wa3 so lemnized b e t w e e n us 

I n the presence of 
of 

of 
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B U R I A L S in the Par i sh of in the County of in the Year 
18 

Name. Abode. When Buried. Age. Ships' Name. 
Quality 

or 
Profession. 

By whom the 
Ceremony 

was performed. 

(No. 1.) 

(No. 2.) 
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